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FURTHER PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

JOINT COMMITTEE 

FOR IMPROVING THE CONDITION 

OF THE 

SENECA INDIANS. 



In the year 164'}' the Committees of the four Yearly Meet- 
ings of* GenesSee, New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, pub- 
lished some account of their proceedings fot {)romoting the 
civilization and improvement of the Seneca Nation of Indians* 
In that work the Committees expressed their hope that in a 
little time these people might be able to manage their own af- 
fairs without much assistance from Friends. Believing that 
the time so anticipated had arrived, the Committees in the 
Tenth month last, so far closed their labours amongst these In- 
dians as to lay down their Manual-labour School, at Cattarau- 
gus, and to surrender to the Government of the SenecA Na- 
tion, the Lease for the Land granted to Friends some years 
ago, for our accommodation whilst prosecuting this object. 

With a view that Friends who have been concerned for the 
welfare of the natives of our Country, and particularly that the 
members of the four Yearly Meetings we represent, may be 
fully informed on the subject, so far as their Committees are con- 
cerned, we have thought it right to present them with a nara- 
tive of our proceedings, from the date of our last publicationi 
together with some Remarks and Official t)ocuments neces* 
sary to give the reader a clear view of the present situation of 
the Seneca Indians, at Alleghany and Cattaraugus. 

Since the time of that publication, the Seneca Nation has 
made a radical change in the form of its Grovernment. This 
might have been anticipated, as a necessary consequence of 
the onward progress of their people, in the career of improve- 
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nrijent. But that progress had been more rapid, than their 
friends, who were actively engaged in promoting it, had ex- 
pected. In order to explain the late movements of the Seneca 
nation, it will be necessary to review the previous state of that 
people, and the changes to which they have been subjected, 
by the various and powerful influences of Civilization pressing 
on them throughout all their borders. 

Before the arrival of Europeans in America, and, indeed, 
until within a very few years past, the Indian tribes on this 
Continent were governed by Chiefs, chosen by the Clans, and 
formally installed by the Nation, in a general Council held for 
that purpose. From the little known of them in their original 
state, it appears that their Government was only adapted to a 
very simple condition of Society. Their lands were held in 
common; every individual in the nation without distinction or 
exception having equal rights in them ; (See app. doc. (J) 
of course they required no laws to regulate titles to Real 
Estate, or prevent fraudulent conveyances ; — they held 
very little personal property, and that little, from the force of 
the moral feelings; in their inartificial state, was safe in the 
, bosom of society, witliout lock or key. There wbs no coer- 
i cive power vested in their Chiefs. They had no jails, gibbetts, 
j nor penitentiaries; — no Constables nor Sheriffs. Parental auij^or- 
■ ity, in our sense of that term, was unknown, or rested on f)er- 
suasion. Obedience was prompted more by kindness than 
punishment. In fine their Government was based on feelings 
not on force; and therefore was unsuited to a state of Society, 
in which all the passions and propensities of our Nature are 
fully developed, but not fully brought under the restraints of 
religious principle. As the Senecas advanced from barbarism 
toward civilization, their Government failed to answer the pur- 
poses of a government. Formerly the Chiefs held no more 
property than the poorest individual in the nation. Their au- 
thority resting on their popularity alone ; there was then no 
danger of any abuse of power. But when, by the accumula- 
tion of wealth, or the amount of a bribe, a Chief could set a 
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poor brother at defiance ; — when, regardless of his prayers and 
remonstrances, he could sell him out of house and home, then, 
the siorns of the times plainly pointed to a Government of 
Laws, a government founded in a power stronger than the will 
of individuals. That the Seneca Nation, suffering as it had \ 
done, within the past ten years, by the sordid baseness of its 
Chiefs, should move for a change of Government, is no matter 
of wonder, and, perhaps we ought not to be astonished, that 
these very Chiefs should now struggle so hard to retain the 
power they have so shamefully abused. 

Much misapprehension has prevailed in relation to the In- 
dian mode of deciding on subjects, coming before them in 
Council. The decision by majorities is so familiar to civilized 
nations, that it has been easy to make, both our Citizens and 
our Government believe, that it was also recognized by the 
natives. But this is a mistake, — and has been one of the great 
causes of Indian wrongs. Our Government acted on this er- 
roneous assumption, in their negociations with the fraudulent 
Chiefs in relation to the treaty of 1838. John C. Spencer, 
late Secretary of War, gave an opinion of great weight on this 
point, from his intimate knowledge of the Indians, and their 
customs. (See app. doc. A.) That Opinion was given to a 
Committee of the New York Legislature on Indian affairs 
in 1845, when the Ogden Land Company were oppos- 
ing a Bill, then before the Senate, for the protection of the 
Seneca Nation. He says, *< It is intimated in the Memorial of 
Mr. Fellows, (the Agent of the Company,) that the usual mode 
of purchasing or extinguishing the Indian title, has been by 
treaty at a Council, at which a majority of those present con- 
trolled." After expressing his dissent from the truth of this 
statement, that distinguished jurist further says *'0n the face of 
Contracts formerly made with the Indians under treaties, it would 
appear that they expressed /A^ United Sentiment of the JVation* 
The Chiefs signed as representatives, — delegates; expressing the 
sense of their whole nation^ — and not individually. It is doubt- 
ed whether the Indians have known or been governed by the 
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majority jtile, and it is believed that in their deliberations, 
they have endeavored (o ascertain the general sense of their 
Councils, and when ascertained, it become the unanimous and 
United sense?* 

Formerly the Indians of North America more nearly resem- 
bled the Society of Friends in their mode of deciding on sub- 
jects of deliberation, than any other people. Majorities may 
be in error. Their decision may infringe on the rights of a 
very large part of any community, and break the harmony of 
the whole. Necessity may force us in some cases to resort to 
that mode of settling a question, but patience and moderation 
will often point out a more excellent way; and that way had 
been always the way of the Seneca nation. 
^ But the treaty of 1838, had not even the benefit of the ''Ma- 
\ jotity Ruhf** and the Chiefs who signed it were guilty of a 
^ fraud, in assuming that a majority of iheir number had a right 
to convey to the Ogden Company the Real Estate of the na- 
tion. The whole number of Chiefs as claimed by both parties 
was 91. If every one of these Chiefs had signed that treaty in 
any other capacity than as delegates^ under the authority of 
the Nation in full Council assembled, it had been a fraud. But 
what are we to think of this treaty or the parties to it, when it 
is known that ^minority only signed it, (See app. doc. B,) — that 
they signed it without any authority^ and under the influence 
of enormous bribes ! (See app. doc. C, D, E.) 

The depravity of these Chiefs will appear in a very strong 
light, when it is considered, that, out of the whole population 
of the Seneca nation, amounting, at that time, to 2505 persons, 
only 146 individuals, including women and children, were in fa- 
vour of emigration. (See app. doc. F.) The bribed Chiefs 
were perfectly aware of that fact ; — they knew it, as well as 
they could know any thing ; — they knew, that by the act of 
signing the treaty, they were doing all they could, to drive 
2359 of their people into the wilderness, against iheir will ! 
We would not charge these delinquent Chiefs with greater 
wickedness than they are justly entitled to. We are Willing to 



admit the plea of ignorance, oiiniellectualobtusityi o^ blind-' 
ness, to any extent which truth may demand. But after mak- 
ing every deduction which the warmest Charity can suggest, 
we are left to the conclusion that nothing short of a cruel, de^ 
liberate fraud, was intended, and consummated, so far as their 
power extended, in the signing of that treaty. 

When we consider, that some of the prominent men of the 
Seneca nation, have had the benefits of a liberal education, 
and many of them, by frequent intercourse with their more 
enlightened neighbours, and by reading and reflection, have 
been qualified to consider and comprehend the nature of civil 
government, — to understand that it is an institution, whose 
primary object it is, to protect the weak against the strong; it 
is no cause of wonder th at fA«^ should wish to be disenthralled 
from the dominion of Chiefs^ who had shewn so little regard to 
the rights and feelings of their people. 

In less than three years afler the two Reservations (lost to 
them by the treaty of 1838) had been restored, the mass of 
the people at Cattaraugus and Allegany, manifested great un- 
easiness, lest, again, these remnants of their lands, might be 
\yrongfully wrested from them. Under these fears they peti- 
tioned the Legislature of New York, for a law, to protect them 
from the frauds of their own Chiefs; thus, presenting to the 
world, the curious spectacle of a nation seeling from a foreign 
state, a security against the officers of its own government! 

In their petition they pathetically implore the intervention 
of the legislature, begging them to save them from the power 
of their rulers! We cannot convey to the reader a more cor-» 
rect, or a more feeling description, of the tried state of this 
distressed people, than by presenting him with it, in their own 
language. The following extracts from that petition, will ai)« 
9wer our purpose on this occasion. 
<*To the Legislature of the State of New York,-* 

"The Petition of the Seneca nation of Indians, respectfully 
represents, 
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'*That the Seneca nation, once the powerful and courted 
ally of sovereign nations, have dwindled away into a weak 
band, depending for its very existence upon the protection of 
' the Greneral Government, and of the State of New York. 
Their lands, too, have been torn away from them, and they 
stand now,. only upon four insignificant parcels, of the broad 
territory, they once covered with their people. Of these four 
Reservations, two, and the best two, they are told, have been 
S0ld by their Chiefs^ to the Ogden Company, and the Allegany 
and Cattaraugus Reservations, yielding each individual of 
their nation, scarcely twenty-five acres a piece, are the last of 
their possessions. 

"You are the guardians of our nation. Consider our con- 
dition, and protect and shelter us. The Great Spirit made the 
rerf man, as well as the toAiYc man,— we are brothers. The 
Great Spirit looks down upon the wcnrld. He will ask you, 
'Where is your weak red brother, whom I put into your hands, 
that you might guide and guard him?* 

"We are failing fast, we can find no safety, unless it be un» 
der the shadow of your laws. Our old men have thought 
deeply, — they tell us so. 

'*We are poor and ignorant. We know not what will be 
good for us. — We ask you to think for us, and act for us. We 
will tell you our griefs and our fears. We wish to live in this 
land, once all our own, near our white friends, who will be the 
friends of our children; that they who come after us, may 
look out from the dark places into which we have been driven, 
and bring in the lights of the wise men — morality, — learning, — 
industry, — and the arts, that they may become white in soul, 
and your people and our people become one. 

"Let not our lands be taken from us. If our chiefs can sell 
our lands, the white buyer, [the agents of Ogden Land Compa- 
ny,] will come to the edge of our Reservations, with money and 
whiskey, and promises oflandSt and will call orer ihe Chief s^ one 
by one, and talk with them, and there will be a council, and a 
long talk; — and when the council has broken up, chief after chief 



9 

will put his mark to some paper, in the woods, — or in hit wig- 
wam, — or in some grog-shop,-i-or lawyer's office^ and our 
children will have no land to stand on. These things have 
been done. Let them be so no longer. The humblest mem- 
ber of the nation, has as much interest in his land as the most 
powerful Sachem. Our young men have a greater interest 
than our old men, for they have a longer time to spend, ere 
they go to the land of spirits. A few men may be corrupted^ I 
but the nation cannot be, — or, if it can, it is not worthy of / 
protection. 

"By your laws, if a man approach one of your judges^ 
sheriffs, or other public officers, with a bribe, to induce him^ 
for money, to violate his duty, or betray his trust, he is pun- 
ished by fine or imprisonment. Give us and our nation the 
benefit of such a law, to secure us against the intrigue^ and 
competition, of the white man, in his attempts to corrupt and 
defile our chiefs, or any of our people, — and, in fine do, and 
provide for us, by plain and wholesome laws, such as we need, 
and your wisdom may decree. And your petitioners, as in 
duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

Cattaraugtis Council House, Jan, 30th, 1845.'^ 

Signed, &c.* 

It would appear that at the time this Memorial was present* 
ed, the principal fear entertained by the petitioners, was, that 
they might lose their lands through the bribery and corruption 
of their Chiefs. Subsequently they discovered, that as cei*. 
tainly, but in a less tangible way, they might lose their money, 
by their dishonesty* It had been customary in the incorrupt 
state of Indian Chieftainship, — in the days of Logan-Cor??^ 

* We can hardly be; mistaken wh6n we vetiture an opinion, that thU 
petition, evidently an Indiaii productioil, ii one of the most touching,— 
the most atfTecting, — the most graphic representations, of an injured,—^ 
cheated, — abused, innocent people, that can be* found in the whole conl* 
pass of modern history. — ^And we seriously recommend it to the attention 
of all future Compilers of "English Readers," "Elegant Extracts,** "Cjr* 
clopedias of Literature," &c., as one of the most appropriate specimens of 
descriptive eloquence, for the enricJiment of their publication, that real life 
tan afford. 

2 
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FLANTBR and Red Jacket ; to pay over Annuities, due from 
\Oiir Government, into the hands of the Chiefs, for distri- 
bution, accord in or to the laws or regulations of the tribes. But 
in process of time, and as the Indian character throughout our 
Country became more corrupt, our Government clearly ascer- 

(tained, that by p«iying the annuities to Chiefs, the great mass 
of the Indian Community, helpless widows and orphan chil- 
dren, were defrauded. (See App. Doc. G, H.) The Chiefs grew 
rich, and lived in idleness and luxury, at the costof the poor. Jn 
order to remedy the evil. Congress passed an Act, dated March 
• 3d, 1S47, providing that thereafter the monies annually payable 
from the United States to the Indian tribes, should be distributed 
to their families, by the Sub-Agents of the Government, in snch 
proportion* as had been agreed to, and long the settled prac- 
tice in the case.* 

The execution of this law gave great offence to the Ex- 
CShiefs of Uie Seneca nation. They sent a Memorial to the 
President of the United States, dated January 1649, in which 
they complain *'that the distribution of the Seneca annuities, 
by the United States, to the heads of families, instead of the 
payment thereof in gross, ta (he Chiefs ih Council, is unjust, 
\ and very injurious to the Senecas,*' — ''that in 1834 Congress 
i passe J a law, by which the Annuities of the nation, should be 
paid to the Chiefs, or such persons as they should appoint.'' — 
They say, *' We the Chiefs are the Seneca nation, its head,— 
its heart,— its voice," and they have the baldness to ask, "Have 
we ever cheated our people ? Our hands are clean. Why 
then interfere between us and them ?t 



* The passage of this law was not the result of any single cause of com' 
plaint. The complaint of fraud on the part of the Indian Chiefs, was a 
general one, and so obvious to the Indian Department at Washington, 
that on its representation the Government passed that Act. Friends hav- 
ing the care of the New York Indians have had the credit of procuring 
this excellent law : but they do not deserve it. It was passed without 
their agency, and in operation before they knew any thing of it. 



t The Ex-Chiefs in a memorial to the President of the United Statse 
dated "January 1849'* say «« In 1834 Congress passed a law by which 
Uie annuities of our nation should be paid to w the Chiefs, or to such per- 
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In ansvtrer to these statements it may be sufficient to laj, 
that none of them are true. The distribution of the Annuitiei 
by the sub-agent of the United States, injures nobody,— though 
it prevents injury to many. The people approve of it, \ 
for they find that, though the amount to be distributed is no | 
larger^ than formerly, yet, the amount that reaches them, indi-/ 
vidually, is much larger ! (See App. Doc. N.) The Law of 
1834 did not provide that '' the annuities should be paid to the 
Chiefs, or such persons as Mey should appoint,'* but 'Mo the 
Chiefb% or to such persons as ihe said tribe shall appoinl.'^ (See 
App. Doc. M.) The complaining Chiefs are not, as they vain- \ 
ly affirm, "the Seneca nation^ — its head^ — its heart, — its voice.** / 
They are d^ factious minority of the nation ; — in point of num«^ 
bers, worth, and influence, its /ai7, and not its " head !*' For- 
merly the Chiefs were its Representatives, the warm and faith- 
ful friends of the people : latterly many of them have been the 
Representatives of other interests, the enemies, — the betrayers 
of the people. And now with all these onerous charges lying 
against them, and remaining recorded against them among the 
public documents of our Government, tiiey have the boidneu 
to come forward, in a Memorial addressed to ihe President of 
the United States, and to ask ** have we ever cheated our peo« 
pie ?** With the charge, — the unrefuted charge^ of having been 
bribed to the amount of $32,000, they unblushingly declare in 
the hearing of the Indian Department, '^ Our hands are clean! } 
Why then interfere between us and the people ?'* Has the 
memory of these Chiefs utterly failed them ? Or, with all the 
evidences of public reprobation thickening around them, can 
they suppose their treachery is forgot ? 

sons as toe should appoint,'* In thus pretending to state the substance of 
that law they deliberately misrepresent it. The law referred to, did not 
say that the « Annuities" should be paid to the Chi^, or to such persons 
as they should appoint, but <*to such persons as said tribe shall appoint," 
In that memorial they say " Wcj the Chiefs, are the Seneca nation,^' Up- 
on this assumption instead of giving a part of the annuities to their vas- 
sals, they might under this pretension have kept the whole to themselves. 
The most despotic governments can take no higher ground than that ^• 
sumed by these rejected Chiefs. (Sec letter of Sec. MarcyVi answer to 
the l^neca Chiefs, app. dor, M.) 
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Among the signers of that memorial are some of the same men 
who aided by Orlando Allen , Heman B. Potter and other Agents 
of the Ogdeii Company,, (see case of the Senecas, "Bribery 
Contracts," pp. l89 to 254, also App. Doc. C, D, E,) were so 
actively engaged in procuring signatures to the treaty of 1 838; — 
^ treaty by which sixteensevenleenths of the Seneca Nation, 
iBunounting to 2359 persons, from helpless infancy to decr^pid 
old age, were to be defrauded of the last acre of land descended 
to them from their ancestors, and driven into the Western wilds 
to perish. 

/Nathaniel T. Strong, one of the signers of that memonal, 
^and now one of the most active opponents of the new Indian 
Republic, is the same Nathaniel T. Strong, who in the year 
1838, signed the fraudulent treaty ^ and was the most active in- 
strument in seducing his fellow Chiefs to betray the people. 
He is the same Nathaniel T. Strong, who while his nation was 
almost hopelessly struggling to avert the ruin he had assisted 
to bring upon them, published a Book entitled " An appeal to 
the Christian community on the condition and prospects of the 
J^ew York Indians, 1841." This work, contgiining ?in amount 
of falsehood seldom found in the same compass, was intended 
to justify a fraud, which whether we view it in connection 
with the amount and atrocity of the means employed to effect 
k, or the amoi^nt of misery it was calculated to produce, has 
few parallels in the history of our country. 

In a letter from the new government to the Secretary of the 
Interior, dated in Council Nov. 7th, 1849, we find the follow- 
ing paragraph : "The per capita mode of paying our Annui- 
ties is approved by the great body of the people, and secures 
tjie honest application of the money to whom it belongs, which 
never was the case under the old system. The ex-chiefs oppose 
this mode of payment, because it is no longer paid into their 
bands, and the way is not ppen for them to defraud the masses 
of their money. ^* (See App. Doc. G, H, M.) 

Thus the nation which had before charged the Ex-Chiefs 
with dishonesty^ in the management of their Lands, now 
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charges them with dishonesty in the management of their fTio- 
Tie.y, Such complaints existed long before the change, in the 
mode of distribution, brought about by the Law of 1847: and 
those who are best acquainted with these Ex-Chiefs, will least 
doubt the truth of the charge, indeed its truth is put beyond a 
doubt, by eight distinguished Chiefs, in a letter to one of our 
Committee, dated, Cattaraugus March 23d, 1848.* The ques- 
tion very naturally arises, Why do these men oppose that law?\ 
We can perceive no reason why honest men should object to j 
any measure, which to honest men brings nothing but relief! 
The Annuities belong to the nation, and to every individual 
of the nation eqvudly. The least child is by law entitled to as 
much of the fund, as the highest Chief. Whoever is intrus- 
ted with the distribution of the moneySi is bound to pay to 
each family as many equal parts of the whole, as there are 
members in it.t When we consider the scattered state of the 
individuals composing the nation, it is obvious that the duties 
of an honest Distributor, — (one who, when his task is finished 
finds is hands empty,) must be very laborious, and by no 
means desirable. It is no easy duty to pay $16,000 to 2500 "^ 
persons, in small sums. To honest men, having a proper re- 
gard to the wishes of the people,the change would be welcome; ' 
and yet the Ex-Chiefs cling tenaciously to the practice of ) 
handling the people's money, and clamour against the United 
States Government, and against their fellow citizens, in no 
gentle terms, because of the change. 

But however the causes of discontent, which we have stat- 
ed, may have induced the wise and good men, among the Sen- 
ecas, to wish for a change in the form of their government, 
there were other very weighty causes, all going to the same 
result. It was not a government adapted to the intelligence^ or \ 
the necessities of the nation, in their improved itate.t In a com-y 
munication from the Seneca nation, dated 11 mo. 7, 1849, 
directed to the head of the Indian Department, they say, "The 
ancient form of Government by Chiefs, gave our people no 
security for their property, or their homes. Our women and 
children were liable at any time to be stripped of their lands 

* See app. Doc. P. f See app. Doc. G. H. J Sse app. Doc. N. 
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and firesides, and rendered destitute. However wise that form 
of government may have been, we found that it was only well 
adapted for a people in a barbarous staie^ and that it gave no 
security to a nation advanced in the arts of civilized life, Wb 
believe it is right and proper for any people, whenever they 
shall find a system of Government, existing among them not 
calculated to protect, and give equal security to all, to abolish 
and rescind that Government, and adopt such forms of Gov- 
ernment as will equally protect the poor as well as the rich, 
give security to the weak as well as the strong, and advance 
the improvement of the masses.*' 

The foregoing sentiments evince an enlightened state of 
public feeling, giving evidence of some preparation for a high- 
er order of Government. In the latter part of the year 184S 
the differences between the people of the nation and the ofiTen- 
sive Chiefs were rapidly coming to a crisis. On the 29th of 
the 10th month in that year one of the Reforming Chiefs, Pe- 
ter Wilson, addressed the Committee of Baltimore Yearly 
Meeting of Friends on Indian Concerns. The following Ex- 
tracts from the Address will convey some idea of the state of 
the Seneca nation at that time : 

'*It is with deep concern I am obliged to acknowledge, that 
the Senecas under the care of this Committee, are now, and 
/ have for some months past, been in a state of great excitement 
/ and dissension in regard to their political concerns. 

"The Indians at Cattaraugus and Allegany are no longer 
the ignorant, listless people they were formerly, but they have 
become a reflecting and intelligent community, capable of 
inquiring into their situation, and of perceiving the grievances 
and oppressions, they have suffered from the bad administra- 
tion of their affairs, by the Chiefs, who hold their power with- 
out responsibility or limitation, and have frequently betrayed 
their trust, even so far as to squander the public funds, with- 
out regard to the general good, and through corrupt influences 
have sold and alienated the land of the nation by fraudulent 
treaties, by which the people who had built houses, and 
cleared land to live on, have had their homes taken from them 
without their consent." • . » » » 
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'*The people goaded by these abuses, have at length aroused 
from their lethargy and are determined to divest the chiefs of [ 
their power, which they have so much abused, and to estab-y 
lish a just aud equitable government by annually electing 
their own rulers and holding them to a strict responsibility^. 
It is this stale of things that has produced the present excite- 
ment in the Seneca nation. The chiefs, like all other arbi- 
trary men in authority, are not disposed to relinquish their 
power, without a struggle, and the people are determined* 
they shall be reduced to a level with the other citizens." 

In a Report from the Committee on Indian Concerns, to 
Baltimore Yearly Meeting, dated lOtIi mo. 30lh, 1848, and, 
during the week in which the foregoing address was delivered, 
we find the following interesting statement. — "At the date of 
the last accounts received, the Sen6cas were in a state of 
great excitement, in relation to the management of the busi- 
ness-afiairs of their nation, and a large proportion of them* 
appeared determined to effect a radical change in their system 
of government The chiefs, who forfilerly had exercised unlT-* 
mited control over their national concerns, even to the sale' 
and alienation of the farms, and dwellings occupied by the 
people, appear to have lost their influence; and they have 
been gradually divested of their prerogatives, until, scarcely 
any power remains with them; and, it is now understood, that 
the nation, by establishing an elective government, is prepar-^ 
ing to snpercede them altogether. 

"The Committee have abstained from any interference in' 
these proceedmgs, and seeing that these Indians, in their im- 
proved condition, appear disposed to consider themselves 
capable of managing their own concerns, which, in reality, 
they have for some time done, without much reference to us, 
and that such of them as are industrious, and disposed to make 
the requisite provision for themselves and families, are now 
competent to do so; it is the opinion of the general commit- 
tee, that the time is approaching when Friends may withdraw, 
and leave them to walk alontj-^-the security of their lands, 



16 

which was the important object that induced our Yearly 
Meetings to unite for their assistance, having now been ac- 
complished as far as in our power.** 

It was but little more than one month after this Report was 
made, that a Convention of the Indians of Cattaraugus and 
Allegany, met at their Council-house on the Cattaraugus 
Reservation, for the purpose of reforming their government* 
Finding a large majority of the nation favourable to the aboli-" 
tion of the existing administration by chiefs, and the institu- 
tion of a new one, of a republican character, they adopted 
the following Constitution: 

BESOLUTIONS 

JldopUd by the Convention of the Seneca Jfaiion of Indiani, 

December Alh, 1848. 

Resolved, That this Convention feel grateful for the reli- 
c:ious and scientific instruction which benevolent societies and 
individuals have bestowed upon us, as well as for the intro- 
difttion of proper means among us for our improvement: and 
particularly do we desire to express our gratitude to the Soci- 
ety of Friends; they were ihe first to introduce the means for 
our culture and improvement, and laid the foundation of out 
education and civilization, by which means we have become 
wiser and enlightened, and been enabled to see and under* 
stand our rights; they also befriended and aided us when 
friendless, and without means to sustaiti ourselves in time of 
peril — alwa3rs zealous and unremitting in their labotirs for our 
welfare. Also to the American Board of Commissioners, for 
Foreign Missions, in sending us missionaries and teachers to 
enlighten our minds and direct us to the true light, and teach 
us the plan of salvation: and also to the people of the State 
of New York, for their benevolent efibrts in enacting laws for 
our protection and improvement, as well as for the large and 
generous appropriations made by them for the erection of 
school houses, and the payment of school teachers among our 
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people, and we desire that these kind offices may be conti- 
nued. 

Kesolved, That inasmuch as we have abolished our former 
j^overnment, that by so doing all appointments under that go- 
vernment have now become annulled, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Seneca nation of Indians in this Gene- 
ral Convention assembled, do hereby express their thanks to 
their friend and brother Sagaoh [Philip E. Thomas] of the 
city of Baltimore and State of Maryland, for the faithful dis- 
charge of his duties as representative of our nation (under our 
late government) to the United States Government at Wash- 
ington, and having undiminished confidence in his integrity 
and ability, we do hereby constitute and appoint him our em- 
bassador, under our new form of government, to represent us, 
and to have charge of all the interests and affairs of the Sene- 
ca nation of Indians to the United States Government at 
"Washington. 

Resolved, That as it is customary among our people, that 
whenever any important event occurs in the history of any 
member of our nation, either by the natural transition from 
childhood to manhood, from warrior to chieftain, or from chief- 
tain to sachem, therefore we declare, that in consequence of 
this change in our government of his re-appointment under 
the new, and with the consent of the relatives of our friend 
Sagaoh, that the name Sagaoh shall cease to be his name, by 
which he was called and known among us, and that hereafter 
his name shall be Hai-wa-noh (Embassador, Representativey 
or Charge d' Affaires) because he is to represent our nation 
and people, by which appellation he is henceforth to be 
known among us, and that the ceremony of christening be 
immediately performed. Whereupon the ceremony of chang- 
ing the former Indian name and christening Philip E. Thomas, 
of Baltimore, was performed, according to our customs and 
usages, by Sa-dye-na-wa (John Hudson), and declared that 
the said Thomas may hereafter be known by the name of 
Hai-wa-noh. (Great sensation and applause of approbation.) 
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Besolved, That the Clerk and President are hereby autho- 
rized and empowered to prepare the credentials of Hai-wanoh 
[Philip E. Thomas] our embassador, whom we have hereby 
coostituted and appointed; and forward the same to him as 
soon as practicable, together with the declaration, copstitUT 
^ooal charter, and request him immediately to repair to the 
9eat of the United States Government, and present them to the 
proper authorities, and also to ootify him of the change of his 
name, and his appointment as an officer of the government of 
the Seneca Nation of Indians. 

Resolved, That copies of the declaration, constitutional 
(charter, and resolutions of this Convention be forwarded by 
the Clerk to the Joint Committee of the Society of Friends on 
Ipdian Concerns, and to the Governors of the Stales of New 
York and Massachusetts, with the request that the same be put 
on file in the proper offices, and that our representative b^ 
requested to present cppies of the same to the Congress of the 
United States, now convened at Washington, and to the Se- 
pretary of War, with the request that the same be put on file 
ia their respective departments. 

Resolved, That we have unabated and undiminished con- 
^dence in the abilities and qualifications of the United States 
Interpreter (Peter Wilson) for this agency, having always 
discharged his duty faithfully, and that inasmuch as the late 
chiefs under our former government have petitioned for his 
removal, without just and reasonable cause, we hereby request 
our representative to protest and remonstrate against his re- 
moval. 

Besolved, That the Clerk be hereby instructed to prepare 
and forward copies of the doings and proceedings of this 
Convention to the publishers of the Buffalo Commercial Ad-p 
vertiser, and the New York Tribune, with the request that the 
tame be printed in their respective papers. 

I hereby certify that the above copy has been examined and 
compared with the original now on file in the archives of the 
Seneca Nation of Indians, by me, and is a correct transcript of 
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the same, and of the whole of said resolutions {)a8sed by the 
Greneral Convention. 

WILLIAM JEMERSON, 
Clerk of the Seneca Jfation of IntHans^ 

Cattaraugus Reaervation, Erie County, N. Y.y 
December 5th, 1849. 

DECLARA'SrtON 

Of the Seneca Jfation of Indians, changing iheir Form of 
Government, and Adopting a Constitutional Charter. 

We, the people of the Seneca Nation of Indians, by virtue 
of the right inherent in etery people, trusting in the justice^ 
and necessity of our undertaking, and humbly invoking the 
blessing of the God of Nations upon our efforts to improve our 
civil condition, and to secure to our nation the administration' ? 
of equitable and wholesome laws, do hereby abolish, abrogate \ 
and annul our form of Government by chiefs, because it has" 
failed to ariswer the purposes for which' all governments should 
be created. 

It affords no security irt the enjoyment of property,— it pro^^ 
Vides no laws regulating the institution! of marriage, but toler^' 
ates polygamy. 

It makes no provision for the poor, but leaves the deiitituti; 
to perish. 

It leaves the pefople dependent On foreign aid for the meani^ 
of education. 

It has no judiciary, nor executive departmeMH* It it an^ii'^ 
Responsible, self-constituted aristocracy. 

Its powers are absolute and unlimited in assi^ing al)iray the 
people's rights, but indefinite and not exercised, in makinf^ 
municipal regulations foi their benefit or protection. 

We cannot enumerate the evils growing out of a system wcf 
defective, nor calculate its overpowering we^ht 6n the progroii 
of improvement. 
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But to remedy these defectS; we proclaim and establi«h the 
following Constitution or Charter, and implore the Govern- 
ments of the United States and the State of New York to aid 
in providing us with laws, under which progress shall be pos- 
sible. 

Sec. I. Our Government shall have a legislature, Execu- 
tive and Judiciary departments. 

Sec. 2. The Legislative power shall be vested in a council 
of Eighteen members who shall be termed the Councillors of 
the Seneca Nation, and who shall be elected annually on the 
first Tuesday of May in each year: and who shall be appor- 
tioned to each Reservation according to its population, two- 
thirds of whom assembled in regular session and duly organ- 
ized shall constitute a quorum, and be competent for the trans- 
action of business; but to all bills for the appropriation of 
public moneys the assent of two- thirds of the members elected 
shall be necessary in order that the bill should become a law. 

Sec. 3. The Executive power shall be vested in a Presi- 
dent, whose duty it shall be to preside at all meetings of the 
counc 1 having only a casting vote therein: and to see that all 
laws are faithfully executed: and to communicate to the coun- 
cil at every session a statement of the condition of the na 
tional buisness, and to recommend for the action of the council- 
such matters as he may deem expedient. In the absence of 
the President the council may choose a presiding officer pr o 
tempore. 

Sec. 4. The judiciary power shall be vested in three 
Peace Makers on each Reservation; any two of whom shall 
have power to hold courts, subject to an appeal to the council, 
and to such courts of the State of New York as the Legisla- 
ture thereof shall permit. The jurisdiction, forms of process 
and proceeding in the Peace Makers' Courts shall be th3 
same as in courts of the justices of the Peace of the State of 
New York, except in the proof of wi'ls, and the settlement o:' 
diBceased person's estates, in which cases the Peace Makers 
shall have such power as shall be conferred by law. 
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Sec. 5. All causes of which the Peace Makers have not 
jurisdiction, may be heard before the Council or such courts of' 
the Stale of New York as the Legislature thereof shall permit. 

Sec 6. The power of making Treaties shall be vested in 
the Council, but no Treaty shall be binding upbn the Nation 
untit the same shall be submitted to the people, and approvedf 
by three-fourths of all the legal voters and alsd by three- 
fourths of all the mothers in the Nation. 

Sec. 7. There shall be a Clerk, and Treasurer, and Super- 
intendent of Schools, and Overseers of the Poor, and Asses- 
sors, and Overseers of Highways, whose duties shall be regu- 
lated by law. 

Sec 8. Every officer who shall be authorized to receive' 
public money shall be required to give such security as thd 
President and the Attorney for the Seneca Nation" shall ap- 
prt)ve. 

Sec. 9. There shall be a Marshall and two Deputies on' 
each Reservation (Cattaraugus and Allegany,) who shall exe- 
cute all processes issued by the courts, and do such other du- 
ties as shall be prescribed bylaw. 

Sec 10. All officers named in this constitution or charter 
shall be. chosen at the saltie time, in the same manner and for 
the same term as members of the council, and vacancies oc-' 
curring in any office shall be filled in the manner to be pres- 
cribed by law, and every male Indian of the age of twenty-one 
years and upwards, either residing on one of the Reservations 
(the Cattaraugus, Allegany, or Oil Spring.) or owning, pos- 
sessing and occupying any lands upon either of said Reserva-' 
tions, and which lands may have been taxed for highways or 
other purposes, shall be entitled to vote at all elections. 

Sec. 11. Any legal voter shall be eligible to any office" 
named m this Constitution or Charter, and all officers elect 
shall be inducted into office, and if necessary shall be im- 
peached by the use of such forms and regulations as shall be- 
prescribed by law. 

Sec VZ. The compensation of members of the Council 

\ ■ 



22 

thall be one Dollar each per day while in session; but no mem*' 
ber shall receive more than twenty-six Dollars during any one 
year. The compensation of all the officers shall be prescribed^ 
by law. 

Sec. 13. The council shall meet annually on the first 
Tuesday of June, and Extra Sessions ma^ be convened by the 
President at any time he shall think proper. 

Sec. 14. The council shall have power to make any laws 
not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States or 
of the State of New York. 

Sec. 15. All offences which shall not be punishable by the' 
laws of the United States or of the State of New York, shall be' 
tried and punished in the Pefacc Makers' Court, or before the' 
council as shall be presciibed by law. 

Sec. 16. The righis of any member of the ancient Con- 
federacy of the Iroquois to the occupancy of our lands and 
other privileges shall be respiected as heretofore; and the coun- 
cil sball pass laws regulating for the admission of any Indian 
of other tribes or nations to citizenship and adoptiot^ into the 
Seneca Nation of Indians, by his or her application for his or 
herself or family. 

Sec 17. This Charter may be altered or amended by a 
council of the people convened for that purpose on three 
months previous notice, by a vote of two-thirds of the legav 
voters present at such convention. 

Sec, 18. The Saws Mills on the diflferent Reservations now 
in operation are hereby declared to be National property, and 
the funds accruing therefrom shall be by the Council appro- 
priated to National purposes. But nothing in this cbartet shall 
be construed as prohibiting the erection of Mills and other 
tirorks for manufacturing or other purposes by any private in- 
dividual upon his own premises, provided that in so doing be 
do not trespass upon the rights of any other individual ; an<} 
all such erections by individuals shall be respected as strictly 
private property. 

Sec. 19. The laws passed by the legislature of the State 
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of New York for the protection and improvement of the Sent* 
eca Nation of Indians, and also all laws and regulations hereto- 
fore adopted by the chiefs in legal council assembled shall 
continue in full force and effect as heretofore except so far as 
they are inconsistent with the provisions of tliis Constitution 
or Charter. 

Sec. 20. And in order to carry this form of Government 
into effect we hereby provide and declare that Solomon Mc- 
Lane shall be President, and that John Cook George Deer, 
John Green Blanket, John Bennett, Charles Kennedy, Little 
Joe, George Green Blanket, Andrew John, and John Luke, 
shall be members of the council, and that William Jemerson 
shall be clerk, and Andrew John, Treasurerlof the Nation, and 
John Hudson Superintendent of Schools, and Joe White, John 
Tallchief and John Shanks Overseers of the Poor, and Peter 
Snow, Solomon Obail, and Thomas Shongo Assessors, and 
Joseph Dudley, Stephen Silverheels, and John Pierce Over- 
seers of the Highways, and Stephen Silverheels, Marshall and 
Wm. Logan and Allen Jimeson Deputy Marshalis and John 
Kennedy, jr., John Hudson, and John Cook Peace Makers fur 
the Cattaraugus Reservation. 

A^d that Soloman W. AlacLane shall be Superintend ant of 
Schools, and David Shongo, Robert Watt, Benjamin Lewis, 
Peter Jimeson, John Snyder, Hamilion Shongo, Mash Pierce, 
James Long John, and Jabe?; Jones Councilors, and John King, 
John Jimeson, Samuel Jones, Overseers of the Poor, and 
Benjamin Williams, Jesse Plummer, and Dodge Fatty, Asses*- 
sors, and Joseph W. Pierce, John Taylor, and Peter John 
Overseers of the Highways, and Ruben Jackson, Marshall, 
and James Tandy, Bush Pierce Deputy Marshalls, and Samuel 
W. Patterson, Tandy Jimeson, and Benjamin Pierce, Peace 
Makers for the Allegany Reservation, — until the election of 
officers on the first Tuesday of May next. 
Done in a general council of the people held at the Cocincii 

House on the Cattaraugus Reservation on the 4th day of 

December, A. D. 1848. 

S. McLANE. Chairman. 
WM. JEMERSON, Clerk. 
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(Signed by the representatives of the people of the Seneca 
Nation of Indians) 



Andrew Snow, 
John X Baldwin, 
Allen X Jiineson, 
Joel X Sundown, 
Jack X Kenjocketey, 
Henry x Philips, 
John x Jones, 
John X Tallchief, 
Henry x Jacobs, 
Young X Jackson, 
Allen X Snow, 
John X Shanks, 
Paul X Peter, 
Andrew x Fox, 
Wm. X Spencer, 
Philip X Kenjocketey, sr. 
James x Gordon, 
John X Wilson, 
.Foster x Turkey, 
Major X Harris, 
Young X FarnifT, 
Henry x Moses, 
Thomas x Shongo, 
Joseph X Jimeson, 
John X Deer, 
John X St#!phens, 
George x Green, 
Soloman x Obail, 
Young X Joe, 
John X Pierce, 
John Hudson, 
Alexander x Tallchief, 
Wm. X Tallchief, 
David X Shongo, 
Wm. X John, 
John X Cook, 



Davis X Isaac, 
John X Bark^ 
John X General, 
John X Caltercook, 
Big X Chief, 
Jimy X Cornplanter, 
Thomas x Snow, 
Peter x Snow, 
John X Jimeson, 
Old X Hemlock, 
Wm. X Ruben, 
Young X General, 
John X Bennett, 
Little X Joe, 
David X Button, 
John X Dick, 
John X Spruce, 
Joe X Lo^an, 
Charles Kennedy, 
Wm. X Logan, 
John X Greenblanket, 
George x Deer, 
Stephen Silverheels, 
John X Luke, * 
Capt. X Jackson, 
George x Jimison, 
David X Greenblanket, 
Abram x Johnnyjohn, 
Peter x Johnson, 
George x White, 
John X Joe, 
Thomas x Halfwhite, 
Lafayette x Brooks, 
Thomas B. Graybeard, 
Joseph X Dudley, 



Lorenzo x Sundown. 

I hereby certify that the above Copy has been examined 
and compared with the original now on file in the archives of 
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the Seneca Naiion of radians by me, and is a' correct tran* 
script of the same and of the whole of said Declaratipn, Con- 
stitution and Charter. 

WILLIAM JEMERSON, Clerk of the 

Sineca station of JndiaH$» 

Cattaraugus Hfservalion, Erie Co., N. Y., 
December 5th, 1848. 

Aflei this Revolutionary movement was made known to the 

f ^ ' ■ 

authorities at Wasliington, both the Indian parties appealed to' 
them — -one for their aid in suppressing ; the other for their in- 
duente in support of the new government. The Commission" 
^r of Indian affairs, wishing to promote their best interests, had 
without regard to party names, or party measures, promptlj^ 
written to the Sub- Agent near Cattaraugus, for such informal- 
fion as might qualify the Government to come to a sound judg- 
ment in the case. The letter was dated December 22, 1848,' 
and contained the following instructions: ^' Tou will please' 
mquire into the whole subject, and report how far the feelings 
and sentiments of the Indians are represented by and embo* 
died in these proceedings, — how the Convention adoptinjj 
them was constituted,— i-if by delegates, how they were select- 
ed, — and whether the Indians of the several Reservations were 
fSsiirly represented in the Convention. You will also please id' 
ascertain and repott, to what extent there is, or probably will 
be, opposition to the change in the form of Government,— by 
what class, or classes of Indians, it is or will be made, — and 
the probable reasons of such opposition ;—^and any other facts 
or circumstances, necessary to put the Department in posses* 
sion of full information on the whole subject."* 

Tho Sub-Agent after spending much time and labpur in or^" 
der to obtain the desired information, Wrote to the Indian De- , 
partment submitting an account of his proceedings, and stating' 
the conclusions to which the knowledsre he obtaiiiied had con*' 
ducted him. This letter is a very interesting one, and will' 
place the subject before the reader, with sufficient clearnei^i 

*See App. Doo. K. 

4' 
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NEW YORK SUB- AGENCY, ) 

ElUcottsville, 24th January, 1849. J 

5^;' In pursuance of the insti*uctions contained in your 
cottimunication of the 22d December, ull., I have the honour 
to report, that I have sought for information, from various quar- 
ters on the Several Reservations, in relation to the subject of 
changing the form of Government; of the Seneca nation of In- 
dians, which, in addition to a personal knowledge of their feel- 
ings and wishes, obtained during my Official intercourse with 
them, enables me to state the following facts, and to arfive at 
/the conclusion that a majority of the Indians residing on the 
Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations are in favour of a 
change in their present form of Government/' * 

After a detailed statement of facts and circumstances, not 
necessary to mention in this part of our narrative, the writer re- 
marks, that '' Opposition to the new Government comes mostly 
from the Chiefs, and their friends and. retainers, and they are 
not entirely without influence. Many of them are men of ed- 
ucation abd talent, and are indefatigable in their exertions to 

^Tlle following stfttfttiient reported by the United States laterpreter on 
Ihis subject shows the state of t!te Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations 
in relation to majorities : 

Whole number of Indians on the Cattaraugus Reservation, 1 1 83 

do do on the Allegany do s 827 

2009 
•. Of thttit there were absent, - • - 262 



I^Kstot, - . - - 1747 

At CattaraugilEJ there were opposed to a change of GoTernment, 109 
At Allegany do do 135 

Opposers, - . - . . 244 

By which it appears^that exclusive of those who were absent 
when the Census was taken, there was a majority in favour 
of the new Government and Constitution, of - 1503^ 

The sentiments of those absent are not known. 
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sustaia themselves in their places and power. Their reasons 
for opposing a change in the present form of Government, of 
course is not known, — conjecture only can assign a motive. 
They are however decided and unyielding in their position. 
Errors have unquestionably been committed by both parties, 
and as neither seems disposed to meet halfway in the adjust- 
ment of their difficulties, it seems proper and just, that a ma^ 
jority should decide the controversy. 

^'jd conclusion i would remark, that some change for the 
better Seems to be necessary for their well-being and happi* 
ness ; but of the nature of that change, it is not for me to ex- 
prc^ss an opinion, neither do I feel competent to point out the 
right way. They are capable of deciding for themselves. In 
my official intercourse with them, I have avoided taking any 
part, or expressing any decided opinion in regard to their po- 
litical differences. I endeavored, at first, to persuade them to 
meet half way, and by mutual concession, to adjust their dif- 
ferences. But I found one party or the other, felt jealous, and 
were inclined to attribute what I said io favouritism. I have 
taken some pains to ascertain the wishes of the nation gener- 
ally, and can come to no other conclusion than that a mq/ortYy 
of the people desire a change, and are willing to try the ex- 
periment of living under the Constitution and laws adopted in 
Convention at Catiaraiigus.*** 

The authorities at Washington charged with the Indian con- 
cerns, having carefully investigated the subject, in all its bear- 
ings, and deliberately weighed the evidence furnished by the 
parties, at length decided in favour of the New Government. ^ 
The following letter from the Commissioner of Indian affairs at 
Washington, to the Sub-Agent at Eilicottsville in the State of 
New York announces the final determination •f the Depart- 
ment. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, > 

Ofpice op Indian Affairs, Feb'y 2d, 1849. 3 

Sir : Your Report of the 24th ultimo has just been receiv- 
ed. The new form of government of the Indians on the Cat- 

* Set App. Doe, L. 
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iaraugus and Allegany Reservations having been adopted by 
a majority will be rjccognized by ihc Government, and so far 
as may be necessary, the relations of the Government "wiih 
those Indians, will be made to conform thereto. And, as re- 
quested by them, Philip E. Thpmas of Baltimore, will be re- 
eognized a? their friend, and as^he Representative of their 
wishes and interests. 

Very respectfully, Jrour obedient servant, 

WM. MEDILL. 
fi. H. SHANKiAKD, Sub-Agent, 

EUicottsville, New Yprk. 

By a communication from the Governor of New York to the 
Legislature of that State, it appears that the new Indian Repub- 
lic, made application to him for a recognition of their new fonn 
of Government ; apd at the same t^me, a deputation fipifi it^e 
\ Ex-Chiefs and their party, remonstrated against any change 
M>eing recognized in the ancient gopernment by Chiefs, As 
that communication, and the proceedings of the Legislature 
^hereon, throw much light on the subject, and give us to un- 
jderstand the state of public opinion, relative to the new Re* 
public, within the State, where these Indians are located, thej 
are deemed sufficiently important for insertion in this narraf 
Jivp. 

EXECUTiyE CHAMB]ER. 

Albany, February 20th, 1849. 
(To the Legislature ; 
/ Application has been made by a deputation of S.eneca Iif« 
V flians, for the recognition of a new form of government, which 
they claim to have established in a genei^ Convention of the 
Seneca nation of Indians, abolishing the ancient form of Gov^ 
emment bv Chiefs, which has heretofore existed in the sereral 
nations of the Iroquois Confedieracy. 

The Convention was held on the Cattaraugus Reservation^ 

( and on the 4th ef December last, adopted a Declaration and a 

ponstitutional Charter, and passed resqlutjons directing that s| 
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copy of the Declaration and Charter then adopted, should he 
transmitted to the Gbyemor of this State, with the request tbst 
the same he put on file in the proper offices. 

t have placed the Manuscript Copy which I received from 
the Clerk of the Nation, under this new Government, on file 
with the Commissioners of the Land Office, in whom has heen 
vested, by the Act of 1841, the charge of most of the relations 
of this State with the Indian tribes. ^ 

Another deputation representing the Chiefs, has earnestly 
remonstrated against any change being recognized in the form 
of Ck)vernment of their ancient forest Republic, or in the rela- 
tions between the Government of this State and that of the 
Seneca nation of Indians. 

Each of these parties has been represented at the Seat of 
the Federal Government, and I am informed that the Bureau 
on Indian affairs, has given notice to the Sub-Agent of the 
United States, for the New York Indians, that the new form of ' 
Crovemment will he recognized by the Government of the 
United States, and that so far as may be ijiecessary, its relationi/ 
with those Indians will be made to confc^in thereto. 

No power exists in the Executive to recognize, or to dis* 
claim the new form of government. The power of making 
treaties with the Indians, which was formerly lodged in the 
Executive, was transferred by the Act of 1841, to the Com- 
missioners of the Land Office. The objects for which the 
Commissioners are authori^sed to treat with Indians, are sup- 
. posed to be limited, so as not to enablje them to act upon the 
question, which the friends of the new Government desire to 
present. 

It has therefore been deemed advisable to present the whole ^| 
subject to the consideration of the Legislature. I accordingly ' 
communicate herewith a copy of the Resolutions, and of the 
peclaration and Constitution adopted by the new form of Gov* 
emment, together with the papers which their representatives 
have submitted to me, including copies of letters jfrom the 
Commissioner of ^Indian affairs at Washington, declaring the 
intention of the Govetnment there, io tecogniie the newly 
jtablished Grovemmeiit of the Senecas. 



V 



30 

i also communicate a letter and remonstrance addressed to 
Hie by the Representative and delegate of the Chiefs, earnestly 
and eloquently protesting against any change in the relations 
between the Government ot this State and that of the Seneca 
nation ; and also copies of a protest and remonstrance address* 
ed to the President of the United States, which they desire 
may also be considered by the authorities o( this Slate in de- 
termining on the question which is now submitted. 

These papers present the question as submitted by the re- 
spective parties. The subject is full of interezjit, as bearing up- 
on the peace, the happiness and the future civilization of the 
reoiains of what was once a great and powerful nation. The 
importance of an early decision of this subject as involving not 
only a question of philanthropy and benevjolencci but also one 
of high State policy, induce;S me to commend it to your a^^ 
tention. HAMILTON FISH. 

The committee to 'whom the foregoing communication ^^aa 
r,eferred made two Reports to the Legislature. The nmiority 
Report was adopted by that body \ in the Senate, by a vote of 
^ Teas to 2 Naysj — in the House, by a vote of 42 Yeas to 32 
^ays. 

Many of the members of the Legislature of New York State, 
in which the Seneca Indians reside, have long been acquainted 
wjth the customs and habits of that people. Being qualified 
to judge in relation to political questions, concerning them| 
their Report on this occasion becomes peculiarly interesting. 
We think it proper to insert it in exlenso^ under the belief thaj 
it will deeply interest the reader. 

** Mr* Prescott. on behalf of the minority of the Committee 
on Indian affairs, to which was referred the communication 
from his Exceljency the Governor, transmitting certain pro- 
ceedings of the Seneca nation of Indians, reports, 

That the spirit of liberty, which has ever possessed the Iro- 
quois, and lay at the foundation ot their Grovernments, has re- 
cently stirred the Warriors to rebellion. Taking a lesson from 
modem civilizatiooy they have established a provisional Gov- 
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ernment It is assumed that they have abolished their ancieiit 
Government by Chiefs, and on its ruins raised a new one, 
founded on popular election. This is the aspumptioii oh the 
one side, whilst on the other it is maintained that the Chiefs 
are not out of power; — that the new Government is not acqui- 
esced in by the nation, and is without authority. The new 
Constitution, prescribing the form and principles of the new 
Government appears in the Governor's communication. Some 
Additional facis are of interest, ind will aid the Legislature in 
forming that just judgment due to tliis interesting: case, which 
at least presents tlie effort of one nf the tribes of our Aborigi- 
nes, to free themselves of the Constitutions of their savage 
ancestors, as they have of their blankets, tomaha^&s, and 
habits, and take the institutions of ciVilized men, as they have 
their dress, their implements of industry, their schools, and 
their faith. 

*The Committee has been attended liy Mr. S". T. Strong on \ 
behalf of the Chiefs, and Dr. Peter Wilson on behalf of the i 
popular party. They have pressed their respective claims / 
with great ingenuity, ability, and eloquence. They greatljr 
instructed the Committee, who listened to them with an inter- 
est deepened by the fact, that two educated sons of ike forest^ 
were debating thus, at the bar of a Fepublican Legislature, the 
question, whether the institutions of the Indian or the white 
man, were now the best for their tribe, in their present state 
of transition from the savage to the civilized condition of our 
.i»ace. 

"It is an admitted fact, that great dissentions exist among 
the Senecas residing On the Cattaraugus and Allegany Reser- 
vations, that two powers now claim the authority of govern- 
ment, and each has numerous supporters. The nation has con- 
nections and concerns with this State, which are interesting: to 
both parties, and it is important, that the nation have a recog- 
nized government. 

«« It i!8 undetsiood that the several tribes of tie Iroquois were 
governed by the same fundamental ^ngen and customi dt 



32 

*bw8, and formed a confederacy of States at ooce separate and' 
ooited, independent though associated. They were governed 
by Chiefs, and by councils of Chiefs and Warriors, with whom 
often the ** mothers" were associated. There were no heredi* 
iary offices among them ; though respect fOr ancestry, distin- 
guished service, and lineage, led to a succession of office in 
the line of blood, almost as certain as if fixed by a law of he- 
reditary descent. Their Chiefs however were chosen by 
unanimous consent alone. Each tribe was divided into eight 
clans or totums; these clans into two ranks'* Each rank called 
ks associate clans, " Brother," and the clans of the other rank 
"Cousin.'' Each clan had its allotted' CHiefs, who were 
Chiefs of the tribe and of the Iroquois. Iii case of a vacancy 
in a Chieflaibship the clan to which he belonged sought 
amongst themselves for a successor to the office. The office 
remained vacant until the clan became united on an individ- 
ual. When thus agreed upon« the name was submitted to each' 
6ther clan of that brotherhood. If unanimously approved by 
them, the nfame was then submitted to the Cousins. i( wth 
like unawmly approved by them the candidate becahie a 
Chief of the tribe to be nominated to the Grand Council 6t the 
Iroquois, by whom it was necessary that he should again be 
unanimously approved of, and, receiving such approbatidkiy he 
was, with great solemnity, inaugurated a Tribal Chief ^Sih^ 
Iroquois. 

" It is many years since this mode of election of Chiefe has 
been* abandoned or over-ridden in the Seneca tribe. But 
very few, if any, of the present Chiefs have thus been cliosen; 
but tfifey have been put into office by elections by the Chieik, 
and other irregular modes. And again, by their original laws 
no Chief could be deposed but for cause, and by decree of the 
Grand Council of Iroquois ; but of late years the Chiefs have 
deposed Chiefs among the Senecas with but little ceremony,-* 
and with equal disregard of ancient customs and usages, cre- 
ated other Chiefs to fill the vacancies. This abandonrnent of 
ancient customs, usages, and laWs, may he a veryjaaUmJ^Con-' 
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sequence of the breaking up of tribes into bands, the reduc- 
tion of their numbers, the loss of national pride in the con- 
sciousness of their weakness, amidst the crowds and against 
the institutions of the white man, and the ceaseless pressure of 
civilization upon their borders,— ^it is also one'of the causes of 
the present dissensions amongst the Senecas, and the over* 
throw of their ancient government by Chiefs. 

Another cause of the recent rebellion or revolution, lies ia 
the public .financial matters of the nation. They are entitled 
to about $3,000 a year of the United States annuities to the 
Iroquois, and an annuity of $500 from this State. They own 
$100,000 of United States Bank Stock, guarantied by the 
United States Government, and $75,000 on trust with the 
United States, and $40,000 in the Ontario Bank beside their 
common lands, mills, and other national property. These an- 
nuities, until the last summer, were always paid to the Chiefs;^ 
who always received the Income of the other national proper- 
ty, and regulated the sales of timber from the common landr* 
It has been the rule of the nation, to pay out of their annudf 
means, first the proper national charges, and then to distribute 
the residue to the heads of families, each for the number of 
souls in his family in proportion to those in the whole nation^ 
There does ncft appear to have been any law or laws ofsuffi" 
dent force to ensure the keeping or rendering proper accoimlr, 
Irythe Chiefs, or a due administration of the funds. Jealousies, 
distrusts, criminations, have been the consequence. — The peo- 
ple, the mass of the population on the one side, as the receiv- 
ing interest, have ybr a long time been fermenting, and consol- 
idating as an opposition to the Chiefs as receivers and holders 
of the national fundsy as the other interested* By all treaties 
of the State of New York with the Indians, and it is believed 
also by all treaties of the United States with the Indians (with 
some very few exceptions,) the Indian annuities are made 
payable to the Chiefs, head men or Sachems, and warriors. 

<^But the consequences which have ensued amongst the 
Senecas-,- have prevailed elsewhere^ and so extermvely, that 
5 
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Congress passed a Law about a year since [March 3d, 1847] 
ordering all Indian annuities to be distributed by the Indian 
agents to the heads of families, instead of paying them to the 
Chiefs of the respective nations. The execution of this law 
by the Indian Sub- Agent for this State, brought the ill-blood 
to a crisis, which had long been fermenting in the veins of the 
Senecas. The Sub-Agent, Mr. Shankland, had called the 
Senecas to the Cuuiicil-house on the Cattaraugus, about the 
10th day of November last, to receive their annuities. Soon 
after he had begun his payments, and had paid a very few of 
the heads of families, there was a movement on the part of a 
few leading Chiefs, who were collected in a comer of the* 
room, which excited the jealousies o(the Warriors to an out- 
break. The war-whoop was raised, the Chiefs were ejected 
from the Council-house. This was the work of but a few 
minutes, but it was declared to be, and on the part of the peo- 
ple or warriors engaged in the movement, is still claimed to 
have been a successful />qptt/ar revolution. The precedents of 
modem times, as established by revolutionary Europe, (for the 
Indians ofjfew York are no longer ignorant, uninstructed sav- 
ages,) were looked to as guides. A Convention of the people 
was called to settle a new form of Government for the Indiana 
of Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations. Such a Conven- 
tion met on the 1st of December last, and the result appears- 
in the Governor's communication, which was referred to thn 
Committee. 

" The foregoing is a hasty and imperfect view of the leading^ 
fkcts which have resulted in the present unhappy state of 
thmgs amongst the Senecas of this State. The Chiefs had 
^ themselves felt the approach of this storm, and as early as last 
June had in council decided on calling a convention at some 
short future time, with a view to the formation of a Constitu- 
. tional Grovcrnment, on principles very like those embraced in 
the Constitution of the 4th December last. But popular feel- 
ing and circumstance outran their lead ; and it is to be regret- 
ted tkat afiter the crisis occurred, the Chiefs did not at once 
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fall in with the current and direct if. But men cannot be held 
accountable for mistakes of judgment when the blood is hot. 

" The followin^conclufiipns seem to be forced on the mind \ 
by the foregoing relations, to wit : J 

1. That the Senecas have swung from the moorings of their 
ancient forest usages, customs, and institutions ; — and that, al- 
though, until lately, they have preserved the forms of their an- 
cient forest government, they have lost the practical efficacy 
of its fundamental principles. 

2. That the masses of the nation are now so far advanced 
from the savage state toward that of civilized man, and have 
become so imbued with the principles of the institutions of the 
whites which surround them on all sides, that their forest in* 
stitutions no longer answer their necessities. 

3. That they cannot and will not return to their ancient gov*-) 
ernment by Chiefii, 

^* How far the State of New York may interfere with the 
modes and forms of government of the Indian tribes within 
the borders of the State, may be a question of much delicacy, 
but need not be decided here. They are distinct communi* 
ties, occupying their own territories, with boundaries accurate^ 
}y defined." They are not <' foreign nations in the sense of the 
Constituticm" of the United States* They have never been 
regarded as citizens or members of our (State) body politic. 
** They have always been and are still considered by our laws 
as dependant tribes, governed by their own usages and Chieft, 
but placed under our protection, and subject to our coercion, 
so far as the public safety required it, and no further.^' — (Per. 
Kent, C. J., 20 Johns. Rep. 710.) The whole intercourse be ^ 
tween the United States and the Indians is by our Constitu* 
tion and laws, vested in the government of the United States. 
(Marshall, C. J., 6 Peter's Rep. 561.) 

^^ There are various laws on our Statute Books by which the 
State of New York has largely interfered with the internal afr 
fairs of the Indians on their own territories, and with their ac- 
quiescence, and for their good. But the further agitation o 
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tiiis qnestion leems not to be needed at this time, as it appears 
by the letter of the Hon. William Medill, U. 8. Commissioner 
for Indian affairs, 'which accompanies the Grovernor's communi- 
cation, "that the new form of government adopted by the New 
York Indians on the Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations/' 
is recognized by the United States Government, and in the 
opinion of this Committee such recognition binds the State of 
Ilfew York. 

^* One matter only is likely to arise, in which this State will 
liave an immediate interest in the question pending, and that 
will be, when the time shall come for payment of the annuity 
of $500, from this State to the Senecas ; and if different claim- 
ants to have the payment made to them shall appear, the Com^ 
missioners of the Land Office h^ve ample power to decide the 
question under the Act of May 25, 1841, Chap. 284. 

*^ In accordance with the foregoing conclusions, the under* 
signed most respectfully submits the accompanying Resolu- 
tions, as a substitute for the Resolutions submitted by a inajor- 
pf ihi9 Comn^ittee. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas, It appears from thp communication of his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, made to the Legislature on the 20tl^ 
day of March inst, that ^ portion of the native Indians, resid* 
ing in this State, on the Cattaraugus and Allegany Reserva- 
tions, met in Convention, and on the 4th day of Decembei: 
last, formed a Constitution for their government, founded on 
popular elections, ^nd thereby abrogated their former govern-s 
ment by Chiefs. And it fqrther appearing that such new 
Const}tution$d government has been recognized by the gov- 
ernment of the United States as the government de facto of 
said Indians ; Therefore, 

Resolvedt (if the Senate concur,) That the recognition by 
the government of the United States of the new Constitutional 
Government lately formed by the Indiaqs residing on the 
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Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations, establishes the new 
government as that which the Slate of New York must re- 
ceive apd acknowledge in its dealings with said Indians ; and 
that the officers of this State ought, and are hereby instructed 
to respect such new government accordingly. 

Resolvedf That in future, the annuity which, under the irear 
ty with the Senecas, is made payable to the Chiefs of that na- I . 
tion, hereafter be paid by the Comptroller to the order of sueh 
officer or agent as shall, under said new Constitution, be ap- 
pointed to receive the same and give proper discharges there- 
for.'* 

The facts developed in the foregoing Report show a further 
cause of unsettlement among the Indians, and of the late Rev- 
olution in their government. It appears by that report, that 
** very few, if any, of ike present Chiefs have been chosen aC' 
cording to the laws or usages of the nation,'*^ but ** have been 
put into office by elections by the Chiefs, and other irregular 
modes.^' A curious case of this kind was discovered by the 
Committee of the four Yearly Meetings, during their labouri- 
ous investigation of frauds practised by the Chiefs, in the ex-r 
ecution of the treaty of 1838 — 1840. It was a principal ob» 
ject of the Committee, to establish the fact that it had never 
been signed by a majority of the Chiefs. In the course of 
their inquiries, it was discovered, that at a meeting of ten or 
fifteen Chiefs, at a house in Buffalo, it had been agrfsed among 
them to ebct and instal as Chiefs, Charles F. Pierce, Charles 
Graybeard, and John Hutchinson ; which was accordingly / 
done.* After this mock election, they proceeded to the Ea-> 



Mn Extract from the Jiffidavit of Samuel Gordon, 
Samuel Gordon, a Chief of the Seneca nation of Indians, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says : That he has read the above copies of letters, 
printed in the documents furnished to the Senate's Committee on In- 
dian affairs, marked No. 14, No. 15, and No. 16, the first from five Chiefs 
to Hon: James Striker, the second from thirty-seven Chiefs to Hob. R. 
H. Gillett, Commissioner, &c. That in relation to the election of the 
Chiefs, as mentioned in the said letters, the facts are, that some time in 
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gle tavern and informed the United States CSommissioner that 

: these three men were regularly constituted Chiefs of the Sen- 
eca nation ; upon which, the Commissioner, RANSOM H. 

I GILLETT, permitted them then and there to sign the assent 
' to the treaty ! 

With such facts b^'fore the nation, the only wonder is that 
they did not rise against such a worthless government long 
ago ! To a people, wholly unacquainted with written laws, 
the «oIemn and imposing ceremonies of installation or indue* 
tion, are essential to invest the Chief with that dignity, which 
is necessary to confirm that authority, and to command re- 
spect. In looking round him since the awful scenes of 1838, 
the poor uniUled Indian saw many, who eaUtd themselves 
Chiefs, and by others were called Chiefs, but he saw very few 
indeed, clothed with the dignity of their old duly inaugurated 
Sachems, Very few who, awake to every danger that threat- 
ened their people, were willing to bear any suffering in their 
defence, — very few like him, who after spending a long life 
in their service, with his dying lips invoked the blessing of 
heaven on his nation, and the benevolence of his friends, for 



December, 1838, he attended a meeting ef Indian Chiefs at the house of 
Judge Striker, in the city of Buffalo ; that Orlando Allen, a white man, 
and James Striker, and ten or fifteen Indians were present; that it was 
agreed to elect and instal as Chiefs of the Seneca nation, Charles F> Pierce, 
Charles Graybeard, and John Hut&hison, who were warriors, which was 
accordingly done : and they then proceeded to the Elagle tavern, and in- 
formed the Commissioner, Hon. R. H. Gillett, that these three men were 
regularly constituted Chiefs of the Seneca nation, and their names were 
then appended to the assent to the Senate's amendment. Deponent f\ir- 
ther says, this proceeding was not in accordance to the customs of the na- 
tion in choosing Chiefs, but grossly at war with them*; that it was done 
in this private manner, concealed from the knowledge of the whole na- 
tion, in order that if possible the three vacancies that existed might be fill, 
ed with persons in favour of emigration, and that there might be a pretext 
for affixing their names to the assent to the Senate's amendment 

Subscribed and sworn before me, this 11th day of December, A« Dl 
1849, H..A. SALISBURY, 

Conmtissioner of Deeds for Erie county. 

(See case of the SeneoaSi pp. 249.) 
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its protection !* Instead of this kind of Chiefs^ be saw a clatr 
of men, assuming the title, in orckr to pre^ upon him ; men, 
who instead of protecting him, would accept ofabiibe, tor 
drive him into a far wilderness, to perish. 

The time has been, and is not long passed, when the poor \ 
Indian could see the evils that existed round him, but was too' / 
ignorant to think of a remedy. — Of latter years the schoolmas- ' 
ter has been among them, — their very troubles have been turn- 
ed into blessings, — theilr difficulties have produced discussion,' I 
and discussion has awakened the latent energies of thieh' Intel- i 
lect. Their eyes have been anointed, and tl^e scales have [ 
fallen from them ; — they have seen the corruption of their / 
rulers, and have given them leave to retire ; — they have felt \ 
the inefficiency of their government, and haV^ established a* ' 
stronger one. 

It is now more than two years since the improvement, ap- 
parent in the general character of the nation, and its evident 
progress toward a state of civilization, induced a belief in the 
Committee, that ^the time was not distant, when we might 
safely leave them to their own exertions. There Were how- 
ever t wo ve ry deshra ble objects not satisfactorily attained, 
which induced the Committee, before they retired, to' make a 
strenuous tftdtt to accomplish The manual labour schdol for / 
the instruction of young women in the arts of domestic life, 
was in successful operation, but had not yet so fully accom- 
plished all the purposes we had intended by it ; and the farm ^2. 
Iras much out of order. Our friend* Jos. S. Walton, who had 
long been a member of the joint ComnnUee, and in common 
with his fellow-labourers, felt the importance of rigktt^ clos- 
ing our acUte labours among the fndians, yielded to a sense 
of duty, to go with his family, and reside at Cattaraugus, until 
the way should clearly open to close the concern. Accoifding- 
ly, in the spring of 1848, his wife being united with hitn in 
the propriety of the measure, they proceeded to the Reserva- 
tion, and settled in the house built tfiere for the use of Friends. 

*Red Jacket. 



^ 



\ 



- > 



40 

Their removal and labours, while there, enabled the Commit- 
tees to accomplish the objects they had in view, in relation to 
the school, as well as the farm. Both concerns were well 
conducted, and furnished the Indians with an opportunity of 
acquiring knowledge, essential to a state of (Civilization, and of 
a kind fha(t is, with most Certainty, transmitted to succeeding 
generations. 

Our original object, and one of thejfirffHmportance, was, 
if ](^ssible, to secure fdr them a home. When that was ttc*- 
complished, other objects, of deep interest, presented them- 
selves to the Committee* The futility of all attempts tocivil'^ 
ize the nations of our country, was a general remark, and h&d 
induced many of our best citizens to believe, that the Indian 
was eiclusively ** the child of the forest,"— '* the wild man of 
the woods ;" irreclaimable, and destined to perish in the prt- 
sence of the Caucasian race. Nor can we wonder that such 
sentiments should prevail. Experience seemed to support, if 
nc^t cohfirm them. Though William Penn, with his peace-- 
loving brethren, brought no weapons of destruction, to prepare 
his way to dominion, yet the natives melted away before him; 
if not as rapidly, yet as certainly and extensively as they did 
before the more belligerant emigrants. The Southern colon* 
ists, though not distinguished for aggressive war on the In- 
dialis, yet did not scruple to destroy them, whenever political 
or personal safety seemed to demand it. The New England 
settlers pursued them with fire and sword, — slew thousands 
6f them, and aliUost exterminated several of their tribe^— and 
yet they were not more effectually expelled from Massachu- 
setts, Rhode Ibland, and Connecticut than they were from 
Pennsylvania. 

In the mean time benevolent individuals, and religious So- 
cieties had devoted themselves to the improvement of the na- 
tives, yet in almost all cases, with discouraging results ; at 
least so far as civilizatfon was concerned. The Society of 
Friends more than fifty years ago seat missionaries to the Sen- 
eca and other Indian nations. Believing that civtlizaium mast 
|irecede any successful attempt to propagate the peculiar viewr 
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of profdisin? Ciiristians, they diiected Iheir exertions {yriocH 
pally to the moral, literary, and agricultural branchet of iir^ 
struction. They spent a lar^e amount of money, built millff, 
cleared and improved land.^, gave them cattle, fumithed them 
with agricultural implements, and taught them how to use 
them ; yet after many years faithful devotion to the cause, 
iheir advances towards civilization were by no means com* 
mensural*? with the labour bestowed. The seed may have 
been sown, but the fruits did not appear. 

In the years 1839, 1810, during the contest about their \ 
lands, the Indian men were seen in groups round the Council / 
Houses some in the oM Indian costume, — their blankets girded 
round them, — 'the tomahawk and scalping knife banging in* 
their belt, — their faces painted in glaring colour8,-=-brilliaQt 
feathers in their head dress, — ear rings dangling in their ears, 
and broad silver bracelets on their arms ; whilst a few others^ 
principally young men, were dressed in fine broad cloth, made 
up in the European fashion : the whole presenting a motley ' 
group, and giving ocular evidence of the tenacity, with which 
an Indian clings to the customs and habiis of bis ancestors, and / 
to the ease and indolence of savage life. 

At this period the women appeared uniformly in tbeii* old 
dress. A female was seldom or never seen without her blan- 
ket If they wore anything on the head, it was a fur hat, such 
AS are worn by the men, and generally having a broad band 
round the crown, made of silver or some ornamental work. 

* 

They generally wore leggings, richly ornamented with bead , 
work, or coloured porcupine quills. 

Individuals of the Committee frequently visited them in their 
families, with a view to ascertain their domestic condition. 
These visits introduced us into a more intimate acquaintance 
with them, when it became painfully evident, that the women^ 
as a class, were generally behind the men, in intelligence and 
the general improvement of the understanding. Friende 
thought they could discern in this circumstance, one of the causes 
of the difficulty, universally experienced In every attempt to civ- 
6 
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iHze the race. They saw the females deyade d to the condition 
of menial servants of the men, field labourers, and burden bear- 
ers. It was obvioas that women in such an ignorant, unculti* 
vated state, could not rear avi7?ic«/ children. Solonjtasthe 
most observing and susceptible period of childhood is spent 
under the care of a mother, who can no more prepare it for 
civilized life, than could any Indian mother in the days of fa- 
ther Hennepin, so long civilization must be out of the ques- 
tion ! 

/ Under these considerations the Committee determined if 
possible, to break the custom ; and by the co-operation of the 
men, a gr eat re formation has been effected. From what has 
been seen of its ett'ects upon the Seneca nation, in the short 
space of three years, there is reason to conclude, that in this 
point lies the great secret of Indian civilization. Wherever, 
oyer the wide world, wfi cast the eye of inquiry, there we shall 
find, that the degree of civilization, attained by any communi- 
tv, bears a near proportion to the intelligence, comfort, and 
elevation of the female sex. And we need not p:o far for a 
confirmation of this truth. Every community is divided into 
classes, in various stages of civilization. The elevation of any 
of these classes above the savage state, may always be ascer- 
tained by the character of their women. Jf they be found in- 
telligent and virtuous, — prepared as well for the due perform- 
ance of the domestic duties, as for the enjoyment of intellect 
tual pleasures, shining equally in the sphere of usefulness, as in 
Fcenes of domestic ease and comfort,— the friends and com- 
panions of their husbands, in the cares, as well as in the plea- 
sures of life, — qualified to take a dignified position in the home 
department, and in the more extended sphere of general soci- 
ety, there we may confidently look for civilization. For 
/ this is civilization itself Civilization is a term used to ex- 
/ press a state opposite to barbarism : — and barbarism, wherever 
I found, is marked by the degradation of the female sex ! 

When the present joint Committees first visited the Reser- 
vations, in the years 1839 and 1840, a very large portion of 
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the Indians lived in wigwams, or poor log huts, — covered \ 
with bark, boards, or other materials, hardly sufficient to shield ' 
them from the weather. Many of them had earth floor?, on / 
which they slept in buffalo skins or blankets. They set no [ 
table, — had no regular meals, — used no plates, nor knivei and 
forks. An iron pot was generally found placed over a fire, 
into which they put beans and hominy, and a piece of some 
kind of meat, — either pork or venison. When any one of the 
family was hungry, he helped himself to what he wanted, put- 
ling it in a small wooden vessel, and feeding himself with a 
wooden or iron spoon. The interior of their dwellings gener- 
ally presented to the eye, a spectacle by no means calculated' 
to warm the imagination in favour of Indian life. The truth 
is, that savage custom had driven woman from her proper 
sphere, and domestic happiness could not enter the dwelling' 
in her absence. 

The Manual-labour School was established, as one of the \ 
means of restoring woman to the station, evidently designed y 
for her, in the benevolent Order of her Creator , an Order 
which cannot be broken with impunity. This school was held 
in the dwelhng erected for the use of Friends, at Cattaraugus. 
The average number of pupils was about twenty-eigktj gener. 
ally under twenty years of age. They were boarded in the 
family at the expense of the Committee, and were taught to 
card and spin wool, knit stockings, cut out and make garments, / 
&c. A part of their number was daily admitted into the fami- \ 
ly of the Superintendent, where they were taught to wash and / 
iron clothes, &c., make bread, do plain cooking, and every \ 
other branch of good housewifery, pertaining to a country life. -. 
Into this department all were admitted by turns, generally four ; 
at a time, and continued until the necessary proficiency was ; 
attained. As such left the school others took their places, by ; 
which arrangement a large number of young women became 
qualified to take charge of families, and extend to succeeding 
generations the comforts and blessings of domestic life. 

What may occur in future to divert the Seneca nation firom 
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its present course, or throw it back into a state of buibnrism, is 
not for us to ipquire. But its present degree of improvement, 
moral aftd i|lteIl^ctual, — its settlement under an Elective lle- 
publiCi-w-a form of government, tested in our country for more 
tjian ^ century and a half with conr.plete success, we think may 
fairly warrant the expectation, that this body of Indians, will 
yiBt prove to the world that the " red man of ^A.merjca'' is not 
an irreclaimable savage, but, under favourable circumstances, 
is capable of improvement, 8u$cient to place his nadon in a 
\^^8pectable position among the civilized families of mankind. 

It is true, the people of the Seneca nation ^e not numerous, 
^d the lexperiment must necessarily be upon a small scale. 
This hpifreve^ doe^ not decrease its value. If on a small scale 
it should perfectly succeed, it will be just what the relative 
circumstances of the two races demand. It is not desirable to 
have large dependent Republics, located within the limits of 
any pf the independent soveretgniies of our confederation . The 
Indian tribes, whatever may be the fprm of their government, 
s^re coQ^dered, and ipust be considered, as dependant cammw 
njfifSj "goverfied by their own usages, but placed under owr 
proiedion, ai^d subject tq (xar coercion^ so far as the public 
safety requires if In criminal cases the Seneca Indians are 
necessarily subject to the laws of the State of New York. 
They have no pnsgns, nor other institutions, suited to the pun- 
ishment of felony, and never having exercised a coercive pow- 
ef themselves, they appear to be entirely satisfied that the un- 
pleasant duty of personal in'^lictions should devolve upon the 
"Vhites. 

But though the §eneca tribe at present is small, there are 
spyeral scattered remnants of other tribes, yet living in the 
State of New York, that will probably seek an asylum under 
the wing of thp new Republic. They declarp, that "the rights 
of any ipember office ancient confederacy of the Iroquois, to 
the occupancy of our lands and other privileges shall be re- 
spected as heretofore ; — and the Council shall pass laws for 
regulating the admission of any Indian of other tribes or na- 



X 



45 

finna to citizenship, and adoption into the Seneca nation of 
Indians, by his or her application for his or herself or family.*' 
The ** ancient confederacy of the Iroquois," means the confed- 
eracy of " the ^ve nations,'' to wit: — the Moliawks, the Onei* 
das, the Ononda^as, the Cayugas, and the Senecas. Thus the 
new goyernment has opened a door) for the adm'ssion into the 
nation of not only the members of the ancient confederacy, 
but of any Indian of other iribes or nations: which will embrace 
tlie Tuscaroras, and all the remnants of the St. Regis, the Bro- 
therlowns and others yet residing or wandeiing in a vagrant 
conditon, within the borders of New York State. By this pro- 
yision, and by their natural increase under their improved con- 
dition, the population of the Republic may be considerably en- 
larged. 

But the magnitude of the New Republic dwindles into tnsig* 
nificancy when compared to its importance. It is the ixample 
that is wanting. The value or benefit of such a Republic is 
not, and cannot be confined to its own citizens. Its influence 
may extend to the tribes beyond the Mississippi. Vast num- 
b^rs of native Indianji, yet exist in the boundless wilds West, 
North and South of that river. The natural consequence of 
one successful experiment, — of the establishment of one well 
organized Indian Republic, sanctioned and fostered by the 
State within which their lands lie, would be to break up all 
false theories in relation to the impossibility of Indian civil iza- 
tion ; and to open the way for men in power, and benevolent 
individuals, to mature ^nd put in operation means for the ben- 
efit of the yet unsettled tribes^ It would cheer thousands of 
our poor distressed western Indians, who, driven about by 
l^nd speculators, and crowded back by encroaching settle- 
ments,— can find no rest for the sole of the foot, and no pros- 
pect for their race, but extermination. 

The policy of our Government in removing the aborigines 
beyond the Mississippi, has evidently been founded in the 
supposition that they are irreclaimable savages. To carry out 
this ppiicy it h^s expei^ded millions of dollars, and sacrificed 
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tliou^nds of lives. The Seminole war, the expulsion of the 
Cherokees, the war with our Northwest Indians under Black- 
hawk, and other very expensive measures, may all be said to 
have had their origin in the opinion, that civilization was im- 
possible. In the year 1839, when a delegation from the joint 
Committees, waited on the President of the United States with 
a Memorial on behalf of the Seneca Indians, he frankly told 
them, that it was 'Mhe settled policy of the Government, ^o 
remove all the Indians on this side of the Mississippi, to the 
westward of il at river.'* But aAer it was understood that the 
object cjf- Friends was not confined to the restoration of their 
lands, but extended to the improvement of the people^ with a 
view to their ultimate cioilization^ the Secretary of War, who 
was then the head of the Indian Department, became friendly 
to our concern, and thenceforward uniformly lent us his aid. 
The Government may not have had faith in our enterprise, but 
it had confidence in our sincerity. 

Neither our Country nor our Government have any hostility 
to the Indians. There is evidently a kind feeling towards 
them, on the part of both, as the acts of Congress and the ar- 
chives of the Indian Department will amply demonstrate. The 
troubles of the Seneca nation came from the land speculators, 
not from the Government, either of the United States, or the 
State of New York. The former had no interest in their re- 
moval, and the latter always treated them with paternal kind* 
ness. 

The United States Government, under different Administra- 
tions, had adopted as a truth the sentiment that Indians could 
not be civilized; and ihexe^oie must be removed. It was the 
policy of the country t') clear and settle its back lands ; but it 
was found by long experience, that the tribes by being invet- 
erately attached to their habits, and modes of living, stood as 
an insuperable bar in the way. They had neither the power 
nor the inclination to make a speedy and total revolution in 
their manners. — No nation ever became civilized suddenly ;— 
and nothing in the position or circumstances of our natives, 
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foit^ed upon them a change. For more than one hundmd 
years after our Atlantic frontier was thickly settled, the na- 
tives, if pressed upon in front, had fine hunting grounds hack 9 
and could retire almost without an effort. It is no ^reat cause 
of wonder then, that under these circumstances we should hare 
no examples of Indian civiUzaHon hefore us. 

There are hut three ways to dispose of the vast native pop- 
ulation heyond the Mississippi. In the first place, as the 
white race shall want the land, the red race will he driven hack 
and forced to shift for themselves, or perish ; or secondly, they 
must be removed, and provided for at the expense of govern- 
ment, as in the case of the Cherokees, and others ; or thirdly, 
they .must form settlements, lay aside their Indian habits, and 
become agriculturists. The first of these ways, is both cruel 
and unjust ; the second is expensive, and temporary ; for unless 
they become civilized, they must be moved again. This view 
of their case, gives additional interest to the project of civiliza* 
tion, and invests the experiment now making, by the Seneca 
nation to establish a Representative Republic, with a degree of 
importance without any parallel in thehistory of the Indians. 

Under these considerations the friends of this people feel 
exceedingly solicitous for the success of that experiment. 
When the Revolutionary War was terminated, the care of es- 
tablishing new Governments, for the States, devolved on men, 
who for the most part, were well acquainted with the natures 
and forms of free Republican Institutions; they had been 
brought up under gcrvernments where "the laws ruled, and the 
people were a party to the laws." But the old Government 
of the Senecas, was so different, in every respect, from the one 
under which they now live, that in its administration, they 
have almost everything to learn. If their attempt should be 
finally crowned with success, it must be by wisely availing" 
themselves of the experience of others, and prudently exercis- 
ing the Executive power. The commencement of their career 
has been auspicious, and the warmest wishes of their friends 
for tjtieir final welfare, will attend them in every stage of their 
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progress. The interests at stake are inexpressibly great, and 
we ardently desire that they may availingly seek for that 
"wisdom which is profitable to direct," and abundantly able 
to guide them to a happy issue. 

At a general meeting of Friends composing the Joint Com- 
mittees, held at New York, on the 2d of the 1st month, 1849, 
the following communication was 'received from the Council 
of the Seneca nation : 

ADDKfiSS FROM THE COUNCIL OF THE 

SENECA NATION: 

to the Joint Committe of the Society of friends on liidian 

Concerns, 
Esteemed F'riends : 

The undersigned on behalf the Seneca Nation take (hid 
mfethodf ()f e:fiq)tefssing a high sense of obligation for the many 
acts of kindness and the invafua'ble aid rendered by yoiir 
Committee and the Society whom you represent, to the In- 
dians of Western I?"ew York ; and now in the criticar juncture 
of our afiairs, while attempting to procure a reconstruction of 
Our civil and social system, we need more ttan ever the slid of 
Jrour wisdom and experience, to avoid the imminent dangers 
hy which we are surrounded and to secure the good whic6 
Vv'e have fondly hoped was within our reach. 

You must be well aware of the difficulties and dissentions 
that have existed among our people some months past in re- 
lation to our political and municipal affairs — but we have now 
(6 inform you, that the principal cause of our dissentions had 
now been settled by the Department at Washington, faVor- 
Sible to the people and our annuities will therefore hereaftet 
>e paid to heads of families. 

This decision has been approved of by a very large majority 
of our People, aS will be seen by a reference to the report in 
relation to the payment of our annuities made by the United 
States Indian Agent. The decision of the Department has 
Caused the late Chiefs, who have always opposed the just and 
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equitable policy of our people, to say many hard thingi to- 
wards the United States Intepretefi the Secretary of War, 
and the Society of Friends, whom they charge with having 
used their influence in getting the decision made favorably to 
the people. We can only say to you, and through you to the \ 
Society of Friends, that we verily believe this attempt to cen- 
sure your Society is only intended to make you feel dissatis- 
fied and injured, and in this way tempt you to remove your 
care from us and drive you to abandon us wholTyTo our fate. 
This we verily believe is the reason why these our enemies at 
home have attempted to circulate the evil reports referred to. 
We arrive at this conclusion, because we have repeatedly 
heard Dr.Peter Wilson explain to our Nation in public council, 
that your Society have not used your influence, and even 
when your opinion was asked for, you did not consent to give 
ity but utterly refused to interfere. 

This representation of Dr. Wilson, has been corroborated 
by a communication from the Department, and read to us by 
the United States Indian Agent. The decision was, therefore, 
made upon the merits and justice of our cause. 

We now say to you, and to our friends whom you represent, 
that we, the undersigned, counsellors and warriors of the 
Seneca Nation of Indians, on behalf of ourselves, of our wo- 
men and children, do hereby totally and wholly denounce 
and deprecate such conduct as only eoming from men of no 
good principles, and having no feelings of gratitude for kind- 
ness bestowed upon them, but ungrateful in the extreme. 
We do not desire you should enumerate us with such spirits, 
Bor consider us as accomplices in their base work. 

It is our desire you should continue your eflbrts to provide 
for our welfare and happiness, and we would cheerfully remu- 
nerate you for your time and the moneys you have expended 
fbi our relief and benefit, were it in our power, but we are 
poor and without means to do so, but trust that HE who is 
both able and willing to pay those that have given their assist" 
tnce to any of his poor people, will reward you. All we can 
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five, you hare — the thaQks of a grateful people whom you 

have rescued from misery and destruction. 
/ We would, therefore, respectfully but earnestly solicit a 
;' continuance of the kind offices so generously performed for us 

in tames past, and remain 

Your grateful friends, 

S. WM. McLANE, President of 

the Seneca Nation, 
Wm. Jemerson, Secretary. 

Also signed by the counsellors and a large number of war- 
riors. 

- N. 

Done in Council » on the Ctttaraugni Reienrttion, "> < y 

December i4th, 1848, S > « ^- 

At the same meeting of the general Committee much inter- 
esting information concerning the state and circumstances of 
the Seneca Indians was communicated, and on a careful view 
of the concern, and a free interchange of sentiment, it was 
concluded that as our friend, Joseph S. Watson, and his family, 
had no prospect of continuing their care of the Manual Labour 
School and farm, at Cattaraugus, longer than the 1st of the 
10th month then next ensuing, our labours there, might at that 
time be safely closed. The joint Committee deemed it due to 
the government to acquaint it with this decision, and accord- 
ingly! the following address to the Commissioner of Indian af- 
fairs was prepared and forwarded to him, viz : 

TO WILLIAM MEDILL, COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN 

AFRAIRS, WASHINGTON. 

Esteemed Friend : 

The Committee representing the Society of Friends, conk- 
posing the Yearly Meetings of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New 
York and Genessee, in relation to their concern for the im- 
provement of the Seneca Tribe of Indians in the State of New 
York, believing that the period is not yety distant when they 
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may lafel^^retire from that service, deem it proper to make ^-^ 
this knowntoThe Department, and at the same time to ex* 
press our grateful acknowledgment of thy kindness, in afford* 
Ing to us every facility and accommodation, in furtherance of 
the measures we have been pursuing. 

In contemplating our retirement from a service, which for 
several years has engaged the close attention of the Commit* 
tee, we cannot recur to the many discouraging periods we 
have passed through, without acknowledging the goodness of 
Divine Providence, mercifully extended for the help of this 
injured part of HIS family — removing difficulties that appear- 
ed insurmountable, and often making a way for us, where 
there appeared to be no way. 

At the time when the Committees of the four Yearly Meet* 
ings associated in this concern, the Seneca Nation was in a de« 
plcrable condition. The Treaty of 1838, obtained by most ob* 
jectionable means, would, had it been carried into effect, have 
led to their expulsion from the domain of their forefathers ;— 
every efibrt which wealth and influence could exert, was em- 
ployed, with unfaltering perseverance, to accomplish that object. 
Great was the alarm and distress of the Indians under the 
prospect before them, and although strenuous exertions were 
made on the part of their friends to avert this calamity, yet 
means were found, in the year 1840, to procure the ratification* 
of that Treaty, whereby the Ogden Land Company obtained 
the legal '^right to the four Reservations of Tonawanda, AUe* 
gany, Buffalo and Cattaraugus. By its provisions the time was 
Kmited when the Indians would be compelled to give up their 
homes, and retire into the wilderness beyond the Missouri. 

The Indians, seeing they were soon to be exiled from their 
native homes, were overwhelmed with the deepest distress^ 
and, abandoning themselves to despair, many of them ceased- 
io give any attention to their domestic affairs, or make provi 
lion for the future. It was under these circumstances that we 
again appealed to the Indian Bureau at Washington, and open* 
ad to it the pitiable condition of those pe<^le. 
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The results of the measures afterwards pursued, aided by 
the counsel and co-operation of the Secretary of War, are 
known to the Department. Through its henevolent assistance 
in effectmg a compromise wi»h the Ogden Land Company, the 
treaty of 1840 was superseded by the treaty of 1842, and the 
disastrous consequences of a forcible removal of the Indians 
were averted. About 53|000 acres of their lands were restored 
to them, and thus a comfortable home, sufficient for their agri- 
cultural purposes, was secured to them and their children, as 
long as they may choose to occupy it. 

Cheered by the assurance that they once more had a home 
which they might claim as their own, they immediately began 
to apply themselves to the cultivation and improvement of 
their farms and dwellings, and from that period to the present 
time, the onward progress of the Seneca Nation in intelligence 
and in the useful arts became strikingly obvious. . Perhaps 
there is no instance among the aboriginal tribes of our country 
IB which, within ten years, there has been so much improve- 
ment as among the Senecas. In that short period they have 
been raised from poverty and wretchedness, to a state of com- 
parative comfort , their intellectual condition has been greatly 
improved, — some of their young men have come upon the 
stage of action with the advantage of a liberal education, and 
with powers of mind and literary qualifications which place 
them on equal ground with their educated white neighbours. 
In fine, from a state of ignorance and consequent weakness,, 
they are becoming a thinking, intelligent people, showing to 
(he world, by their actions, a capacity to understand their civil 
and political rights, and a disposition to maintain them. 

Ten years ago the Nation had no written records ; — their 
Chiefs held the authority ihey exercised by tradition, some- 
times by usurpation. Being mostly very ignorant, they were 
easily deceived and easily corrupted, and we have seen, that 
ander the influence of bribery, a few of their numbers, so late 
Hi the year 1838, undertook to sell all the lands belonging to 
the Nation without the consent of their constituents ; and that 
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Ibis toiquitouf measiM was perpetrated «l a time, when out of 
2505 individuals who then compofied the Nation^ only 146 
could be found willing to emigrate ! Looking back from their 
preseut elevated position, they view with horror the ruin that 
threatened them : — they see the awful precipice to which their 
nation was led by the ignorance and corruption of their rulers, 
and have determined to provide against future dangers by a 
change of their Government: 

For this purpose they met on the 4th of last month in a 
General Convention of the Nation at Cattaraugus. There, in 
a solemn manner invoking the Divine blessing upon their ef- 
fbrts te improve their civil condition, they abolished their old 
form of Government by Chiefs, and adopted a Constitution, 
with a Legislative, Executive and Judiciary Departments ; the 
eUciive franchise to be extended to every male citizen of their 
Republic over 21 years of age. 

Thus we now see the Seneca Nation with a Government 
'< (calculated, " to use their own language, 'Ho answer the pur- 
poses for which all Governments should be created." We find 
their women mostly withdrawn from the field, and occupying 
tbeir proper station in their families, — their children suitably 
cared for at home, and at school having the benefit of literary 
and scientific learning. We have, for several years past, had 
among them an Institution for the instruction of their daughters 
in the duties of housewifery and other appropriate domestic 
employments. They are provided with good dwelling houses 
and barns, — are the undisputed owners of a fertile, productive 
•oil, of ample extent for all their purposes, yielding more than 
the nation can consume ; and, in addition to these advantages, 
they are in the receipt of annuities more than sufiicient to de- 
fray all the expenses of their Government. 

It is under these circumstances that the Committee of 
Fiiaods believe that the time has nearly arrived when we may 
retiie» and, using their own phrase, ** leave them to walk 
drae/' 
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Renewing to thee our grateful acknowledgments of thjr 
kindneas, and vrith the assurance of our regard and esteem, 

We are thy Friends. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee representing the Yearly 
Meetings of Friends for Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York 
and Genessee. 

JOHN JACKSON, Clerk. 

New York, Ist mo. 25th, 1849. 

At the same time the following address to the Indians was 
agreed on and forwarded to them: 

/ TO THE SENECA NATION OF INDIANS, 

! Residing at Cattaraugus 8f Alleghany ^ in the State of Jf. York. 

Brothers: 
Believing the time is approaching when we may properly 
close our joint labours among you, as Committees of the four 
Yearly Meetings of Genesee, New York, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore, we deem it a proper occasion to state some of the 
reasons which have brought us to this conclusion, and to ex- 
press our continued and ardent wishes for your future welfare. 
It was in the year 1839, that, as Joint Committees of those 
meetings, we were first called to your assistance. The cause 
was one that involved your happiness as individuals, and your 
existence as a nation. 

At that time the Treaty of 1838, as amended by the Senate 
was before that body. By that treaty, if carried into effect, 
the four Reservations of Tonewanda, Buffalo, Cattaraugus and 
Alleghany, would have been wrested from you, and your 
people driven into the Western wilderness, — a location which 
the experience of later yenrs has proved to be most unfriendly 
to their health and comfort. The great object of our associa- 
tion was, to prevent, if possible, a catastrophe so fatal to your 
nation. That object was attained. It cannot be necessary to 
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«iiter into a detail of the means by which a consummation to 
ardently desired was at length effected: — ^already they are 
generally well known to you. But we cannot look back, 
tiirough all the gloomy scenes of the struggle in n^hich we 
were involved, without gratefully acknowledging the hand of 
a Divine Providence, graciously and oflen marvellously ex- 
tended for your preservation, opening a way where none had 
appeared, and bringing relief when hope had utterly failed. 

Having secured to you a home on the land of your FatherS| 
vnih an area amply sufficient for all your wants, we might 
have withdrawn from the concern and left you to pursue your 
own affairs in your own way. But viewing you at that time 
as advancing in the path toward civilization, with some obsta- 
cles, nevertheless, lying in the way, which, if not removed, 
i¥Ould forever prevent its attainment, we were induced, from 
a sense of duty, and at your earnest request, to continue our 
labours among you. 

It is now nearly seven years since we met you in Council 
at Buffalo, to lay before you a draft of that Treaty, by virtue 
of which only, you now hold all your Lands at Cattaraugus 
end Alleghany. At the same time we presented to you a 
written communication embracing a mature, and, as we be- 
lieved, accurate view of your position, and of the duties that 
wdlild devolve on the Seneca nation, in case they should 
think proper to adopt that Treaty, with the intention to be- 
come a civilized community. With unfeigned anxiety for 
your prosperity, we opened our hearts to you freely and with- 
out reserve. We told you that in order to stay the downward 
course of your nation, the use of spirituous liquors must be 
abandoned, — that by wholly keeping them out of your Reserva- 
tions, one baneful source of your misery and decrease would 
be removed. We pointed out the necessity of withdrawing 
your Women from the labour and drudgery of ihe field, — of 
bringing up your Sons to industry,-— of having your Daugh- 
ters taught to sew, and knit, and spin, and practically instruc-^ 
A«d in all the useful branches of good housewifery. 
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We refer to thege particulars, not only to ibew what pt^m^W 
your friends then had in view, as claiming ^our weighty atten- 
tion, but those also to which we, since that period, have stea- 
dily devoted our time and labour* And it gives us pleasure 
to be able to acknowledge, that, through the co-operation of 
many of your wise and reflecting men and women, a great 
change has been effected, vastly improving your condition, and 
elevating your nation^ very conspicuously, in the scale of civi- 
lization. 

r 

In Agriculture and its kindred arts, your improvemeat, 
since that time, has excited the particular attention of stran- 
gers travelling through your Reservation^, and has been offi- 
cially reported to the General Government as worthy of pub- 
lic notice. Well cultivated farms, fruitful orchards, good 
dwelling houses, fine stock, and more grain than sufficient for 
.the wants of your people, mark an advancement highly grati« 
fying to your friends everywhere, and are calculated to encou- 
rage you to further exertion. 

The more perfect domestication of your women, by releas- 
ing them from the labours of the field, has had a happy begin- 
ning ; its progress has already been marked by the inofitcheer> 
ing auspices. The schools are better attended ; the children 
better clothed ; your houses kept in nicer order. These cir- 
cumstances are obvious to your friends, and ought to stimutate 
you to further labor for the completion of this good work. On 
its perfect accomplishment depends the perfect reformation of 
your people. Civilization is made easy by beginning the work 
in infancy. But it cannot have such a beginning, unless the 
mothers are first qualified for their important duties. We may 
as reasonably look for sweet, mellow fruit, from the wild crab 
tree, as a family of civilized children from the nursery of an 
uncivilized mother. 

In order more speedily and more effectually to attain thia 
important object of domestic instruction, the Committees insti- 
tuted the Manual Labor School for Girls, in Friends' estab* 
Ushment at Cattaraugus* It has be^ wdl attended by «a 




57 

average number oi about twenty ^five scholari. They have 
been taught to sew, and spin, and knit, to do plain cooking, 
and various other branches pertaining to complete hojsewifery. 
This school has now been in operation about four years. In 
't, many of your danghters have been much better qualified to 
teke charge of a family, with reputation to themselves^ and in- 
caTcnlable benefit to those who may be placed under their 
care. 

Since the settlement of the nation under the treaty of 1842, 
the schools in your Reservations have furnished many of your 
children with elemeniary instruction, in various branches of a 
literary education, and some with learning ot a higher charac- 
fer, calculated to make them useful members of civil Society, 
and affording the hope of a succession of intelligent men and' 
women, who may be qualified to meet the exigencies, and re-^ 
present your nation, in a more advanced state of the arts and- 
sciences. 

A Post Office, for your accommodation, has lately been es- 
tablished at Cattaraugus, giving you easy access to avast mass 
of useful knowledge, at a cost so low, as to put it in the power 
of many of your people, to avail themselves of iU: advantage^*- 
By these means you are, at this moment, placed in a situation 
more favourable fur the improvement of the mind, than war 
enjojed by a great majority of the people of the United States* 
Bnt a few years ago. 

With your religious concerns we have studiously avoided- 
fo interfere^ not because we have deemed Religion an unim- 
portant subject, but because we have not been called upon by 
our position, or sent among you to teach it,— and because we 
most assuredly believe, that if you faithfully conform to the 
Will of God, so far as he is pleased to make it known to you» 
it will' place you in the best state for the attainment of Reli^ 
gioos knowledge. It will tpach you to be practical Christians; 
—it will make you honest, merciful, benevolent, holy, humble, 
—in a word, it will make you " pure m heart,*' and thus pre- 
pare you for the society of **just men made perfect" in the 
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kingdom of Heaven. It is not the extent of our theological 
instruction, but our fidelity in the performance of manifest 
duty, that is the measure of our acceptance in the Divine 
Sight. 

Neither have we desired, at any time, to meddle with your 
political concerns. We have considered you better qualified 
than ourselves, to judge of the necessity, or expediency, of any 
changes in your Constitution or laws. They who have to suf- 
fer the evils of a bad Government, or the mal-administration of 
a good one, can, generally, discern the proper remedy, with 
more clearness, than people at a great distance, who can neither 
feel the evils, nor understand their cure. We have heard of 
political difierences among you ; but these things do not trouble 
us, so long as we are informed that you treat each other with 
kindness, forbearance and brotherly afiection. Difference of 
sentiment on political questions is entirely compatible with the 
most amicable intercourse among brethren. 

Tour lands are now as secure to you as can reasonably be 
desired. You cannot alienate them but by a vote of two- 
thirds of all the male adult members of the Seneca nation. It 
is no longer in the power of a few Chiefs to sell the lands of 
their unwilling constituents. The State of New York, to save 
you from the frauds of Land Speculators, has most kindly ex- 
tended to you the protection of her laws. In the day of your 
adversity, with a magnanimity worthy of her high standing in 
our National Confederacy, she came forward to save you from 
ruin. Since that time, with a liberality claiming your grateful 
acknowledgments, she has extended to you the benefits of her 
noble institution for the education of all her children. She has 
always treated your nation, not only vixih justice^ but with 73a- 
rental affection* She is still your friend, and we feel assured 
that you may safely rely on her justice and kindness, in every 
future emergency. • 

In a review of all the circumstances to which we have re- 
ferred, the Joint Committees of the four Yearly Meetings afore- 
aid, have believed they might safely look forward to*a close of 
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their Establishment at Cattaraugus, and to a surrender of the 
lease for the land granted them for a temporary accommoda- 
tion among you. Whenever the time may arrive that we shall 
withdraw from a more immediate connection with your people, 
we shall not wish to be understood as expressing any abate- 
ment of our interest in your concerns, or any diminution of our 
regard for eur red brothers and sisters. We shall leave you 
with the cheering conviction, that you are advancing in the 
great woik of civilization, and bid you farewell with the warra- 
nt wishes for your present and future happiness. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee of the four Yearly Meet- 
ings of Friends on Indian Concerns, of New York, PhiladeU 
phia, Baltimore and Grenessee. 

John Jackson, 
Samuel Townsend, 
Benjamin Ferris, 
Amos Willbts, 
Geo. T. Trimble, 
Samuel J. Undbrhill, 
Joseph Warner, 
James Mott, 
John H. Bunting, 
Abraham Bell, 
Richard Cromwell, 
Thomas Carpenter, 
Silas Carle, 
John H. Andrews, 
Elisha Hunt, 
William C. White, 
Samuel Smith, 
Rachel Hicks, 
Rachel T. Jackson, 
Mary Hallet, 
Caroline Willets» 
Mary Elizabeth Carle, 
Rebecca S. Bunting. 

JJbw York, 1st mo. 25, 1849. 
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At B meeting df the Joint Commit'ee io the city of New 
York 11th mo. 14, 1849, the following address from the Indians 
in reference to the foregoing communication was received: 

To ike Committee of the Four Yearly Meetings of Friends on 
Indian Concerns of Mew York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Genessee, and through them to the Society ihey represents 

Srothers: 

Your comrnvnications of the 25th of January, 1849, and 
' that of the seventh day of September inst. made to the Coun* 
/ cil of our Nation on the same day, by your agent and super- 
i intendent, Joseph S. Walton, have been duly considered. 
In the former, you advised us of your conviction, that the 
time was approaching when you might properly close your 
joint labors among us, as a Committee of the four Yearly Meet- 
ings of Genesee, New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore, and 
in which you «ay you deemed it a proper occasion, to state 
some of the reasons which had brought you to this conclusion, 
and also to express your continued and ardent wishes for our 
future welfare. 

The communication made to the Council of our Nation on 
the aforesaid seventh day of Sept. inst informed us of the 
fact, that dhe period for the termination of your joint labors 
had now arrived: we were also informed that the premises oc- 
cupied by you, would be surrendered to the existing Govern- 
ment oi the Seneca Nation of Indians at a proper time. 
Brothers^ — 

It is with much pain and sorrow we learn that you are to 
close your labors among us. When we turn our faces (back- 
ward, and look over the histories of the past, we find that more 
v/ / than fifty winters have gone by, since the Iroquois, or "The 
' Six Nations of Indians,'' first selected the Ho di wi yus doh, 
[the Society of Friends,] as their friends upon whom they 
could repose confidence, without fear of being betrayed. 

The selection was made from the sects and denominations 
.of those who styled themselves Christians, at the time when 
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-war had drminished the numbers pf the Iroquois braret. — 
irhen the Iroquois' bow-string had broken, — when his council 
'fires were nearly put out by .(he blood of his people, and the 
loud thundering voices of the 1}ig iron guns of the pale faces, 
eaused the ground to tremble beneath his feet, and his Council 
House to shake to its veiy foundation, — when oppression 
crashed the Iroquois, and cruelty made his heart bleed,-— when i 
murder and robbery committed upon the red man, brought < 
bounty to the spoiler committing the foul deed, — when the ; 
pale feces, like hungry hounds, chased the red man from his y 
bunting grounds. 

It was then that the red man's sun was darkened, and the 
-Great Spirit had drawn his sable garment before its shining 
&ce, and left his red children to roam in gloom and uncer- 
iaiDty,— In looking around, the Iroquois saw none to assist him 
in bis struggles for his liberty — his country, and his firesides,— 
he found no sympathy from the pale faced Christian, save 
iiroul the Society of Friends, who, with the true principle of 
the spirit of Christianity implanted in their breasts, guided by 
the dictation oi the Good Spirit, and following the counsel and 
■niandates of Him wih) never errs, came to our relief: not 
with powder, bullets or arms, but with sympathy in their bo- 
ioin«9 pity in their hearts, and friendship in their hands. 

Our friendless forefathers now felt inspired with the hope 
that the Great Spirit had not abandoned us altogether, and 
faaTing learned that the Friends sought to promote the welfare 
tad best interests of our people, readily entered into an alli- 
ance of peace and friendship with them: and our tradition in- 
ibrmi us, that since the time this alliance was established 
between the Society of Friends and our people, nothing has 
aeeuiied to mar our mutual good understanding, or tarnish the 
chain of friendship that bound us together. 

The Society of Friends were early impressed with the con- 
viction, that in order to prepare our people to resist the as- 
laultr of our cimlized white neighbors, they must be taught 
Mkd made to understand the habits of civilized life. These 
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FrieDds, therefore, at an early day introduced agriculture and 
the arts, and sciences among us, and provided competent per- 
sons to instruct us in them, while by their counsel, advice and 
example, they enlightened, encouraged and assisted us in our 
progress towards civilization. 

(At this stage of our review, it may be proper to state, that 
subsequently, other religious Societies took a deep interest in 
the welfare of our people, and have sent Missionaries amongst 
us, the latter directing their efforts to our improvement in let- 
ters, and more particularly to our spiritual welfare.) 
Brothers, — 

As time rolled on, and generation followed generation, we 
have been slowly, yet steadily advancing in the habits of civi- 
lization. Our warriors gradually left the. chase and followed 
the plow, — our aged men and women put off the garments 
made of their own manufacture and attired themselves in mufr- 
lin, broadcloth and the variegated calico-^the manufacture of 
our industrious and prosperous white neighbors. As the great 
improvements made by our people went forward, the war 
hatchet was buried, ihe tree of peace was planted, — the silver 
chain of friendship that bound our people with the children of 
the immortal Washington, continued untarnished, and the 
guarantee of the U. S. Government for a peaceful and quiet 
{>ossession of our lands by solemn treaties was given; yet a 
peculiar antipathy still existed towards our people, and the 
avarice of the pale face still pursued our nation, until the win- 
ter of 1837 or '38, when "it prevailed," — thus the predictioa 
of a dying chief,* many winters before, was literally fulfilled. 
Our lands were taken from us by the arts and schemes of 
rapacious white men, assisted by a few wicked Chiefs of our 
own Nation, whom they had corrupted and seduced to betray 
their people, and sell the inheritance of their Nation. 
BroiherSj — 

You all know the true history of their wicked proceedings. 
You have recorded them in the page of hifit(»'y; it will, there- 

♦ <IUd Jacket.) Vide Stone'i Life, p. 391 . 
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fore, be unnecessary for ns to repeat tbem here, inasmuch za 
the narration of the events that transpired at the time alluded 
to, never fails to renew our sorrow and pangs, — to open afresh 
our wounded feelings, and to cause the stoic son of the forest, 
to weep for his race and his country. 
Brothers, — 

When our nation were friendless and in distress, and seemed 
doomed to destruction, an appeal was made to you for aid. 
You immediately informed yourselves of our condition, and 
interested yourselves with the authorities at the city of Wash- 
ington on our behalf. Months and years passed without suc- 
cess, still you remained our firm and unwavering friends. In 
the year 1842 you at length succeeded in procuring the return 
of two of our Reservations containing more than 53,000 acres 
of land, by which our people were saved from the horrors and 
destruction that would have followed their compulsory remo- 
val, and which did befall such of them as emigrated. When 
we think of the inevitable and certain destruction that awaited 
us, and especially of the bitter experience of the 213 emi- 
grants of 1846,* we tremble; and offer our gratitude to the 
Great Spirit for providing us, in you, a friend, and for his good- 
ness in opening a way, by which you were enabled to res- 
cue us. 

Tou have stood by us on all occasions of danger and trouble, 
and by bringing our wrongs to public notice, by publications, 
you awakened the popular sympathies in our favour, and rolled 
back the tide of prejudice and oppression which was threaten- 
ing the destruction of our race. — By these measures the peo- 
ple of the State of New York have been awakened to a sense 
of justice towards us, and have opened their coffers, and fur- 
nished the means for the erection of school houses and tbe- 
support of competent school teachers among us: and they have 
likewise passed legislative enactments in order the more effec- 
tually to protect our rights, and preserve our race. Our fe- 

*Of these 213 Emigrants more than one-half peviahed within the first 
year after their removal. 
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ffnalea have also recetred valuable instructions from yow, 
regarding their domestic duties and employments, by which 
increased comforts have been introduced into our families, and 
the foundation laid for our more rapid improvement in the* 
habits of civilized life, while the advice and counsel received 
fi-om the men and women friends, in relation to our social and' 
domestic affairs and employments, as well as in regard to with- 
drawing of our females from field labor, and occupying them- 
selves in the more appropriate duties of their household 
affairs, has not been without its beneficial influence in raising 
our standard in the scale of civilization, from which our peo- 
ple can never retrograde. The plume, the waumpum, the 
paint, the eagle's claw, and all the other peculiarities of savag^r 
costume,-— once laid aside from the Indian toilet, being the* 
effect of civilization, can never be reinstated, 
BroiherSf — 

Many of tlie aged among you, musi recollect our condition 
at the time you first commenced your labors amongst us, and' 
by comparing our then condition, with onr present improved' 
state, it must be evident to you that your labors have not been 
in vain. From the precarious mode of subsisting by the chase, 
we have become agriculturalists, — our wigwams have been 
exchanged for fine frame, and substantial log houses, — and by 
the diffusion of knowledge and education among our people, 
we have become intelligent and enlightened, so that we can 
clearly see our rights and understand them. Our improve- 
ment has not been limited to social relations only, but an im- 
portant change has taken place in our political affairs. In-' 
stead of the aristocratic and irresponsible government by 
Chiefs, we have now a constitutional government, based upon 
republican and democratic principles. 
EraiherSj — 

It is with shame and sorrow that we acknowledge, there arc 
some persons among our people, who are disposed to censure 
the Society of Friends, because they refused to interfere in 
the late political controversy among our people. We wish' 
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you to understand that the leaders of the party, who are accus- 
ing you are the very men who, a few years since, sold every 
inch of land that belongsed to our nation. They have not the 
confidence of the nation, and are, therefore, without influence 
among the masses generally. They are the enemies of our 
nation. We utterly denounce and condemn their actions and 
proceedings toward Friends. 

Brothers^'-' 

We hate now briefly enumerated a few of the acts of kind- 
ness, and some of the important services you have rendered 
our people, and it is with much pain and sorrow, we learn you 
are about to close your labors among us. We have, as asso- 
ciaie8» passed through many dangers, and severe trials and 
hardships.-^ In all these you have etrer stood by us and been 
our support,—- have counselled us in our troubles, — consoled 
us in our misfortunes, — strengthened us when feeble, and 
often relieved our necessities: — all — all of these kind offices 
have endeared you to us. — To part, atrc words too severe for 
our ears. 

Broihirs,'^ 

Your labors among us are now about to be discontinued, 
but you have assured us that you are still our friends, and 
willing to assist us whenever it shall become necessary, — that 
you wilt continue to feel an ardent desire for our future wel- 
fare, and extend your fostering care over our people,->-finally, 
that you have not abandoned us to become a prey to our heart- 
less enemies, the land speculators. 

Brothers, — 

We hope that you may teach your children to love and pity 
the red man, so that when the Master of Life and Light shall 
call you hence, your red brotheriEi may still have friends like 
you, and the good understanding now existing between us, bo 
forever perpetuated and cherished between your posterity and 
ours. 
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Brothers, — 

The council of our Nation have, under our new form of 
government, determined) as a monument of our gratitude for 
your labours among us, that the school-house and farm occu- 
pied by you, shall be converted into an asylum to be called 
the "Orphan's House/' wherein the orphans and poor children 
of our nation may henceforth find a home, and be instructed 
in the arts of civilized life. It shall be continued under the 
charge and supervision of the Legislative Council, which will 
take measures to provide for its maintenance and support. 
Brothers,-^ 

For the services you have rendered us, accept the gratitude 
of an injured and oppressed race. We earnestly invoke the 
blessings of the Great Spirit upon you, and ask him to extend 
his protecting care over your friends, who are now here with 
us, and that whenever they depart from among us, he will 
conduct them safely home, to join you once more. 
Brothers, — 

Farewell. 

Signed on behalf of the Committee of the Council of the 
Seneca Nation of Indians: 

PETER WILSON. 
JOHN LUKE. 
JOHN SNYDER. 
LITTLE JOE. 



(Attested) 

) Clerk of the 
WM. JEMERSON, S Seneca Jfaiim 

} of Indians, 
Cattaraugus, 24th September, 1849, 

The foregoing communication being laid before the joint 
Committee, ^wUch met in the city of New York, on the 15th 



67 

of the llth month, 1849, the following addiess to the Indians 
was agreed upon and transmitted to them : 

TO THE LEGISLATIVE OOUNCIL OP THE SENE- 
CA NATION. 
Respected Friekds : 

We have received your Address of the 24th of the 9th 
month last, acknowledging that information had been commu- 
nicated to you, through our friend Joseph S. Walton, that the 
Society of Friends had come to the conclusion, to close the 
Female Manual Labor School, heretofore under our care upon 
the Cattaraugus Reservation ; and that the farm and appurte- 
nances occupied for its accommodation, had been relinquished 
and given up to the existing Seneca Government. At the same 
time, expressing your feelings on the occasion, and further in- 
forming us, that as a monument of the gratitude of the Seneca 
Nation, for the services rendered it, you had determined to 
appropriate this establishment, with its land and improvements' 
for the purposes of an Orphan Asylum, to be occupied by the 
destitute Seneca children, under the name of ** The Orphan 
Home." 

This ^information has been received by us with deep inter- 
est. Your decision on the occasion is gratifying to us, as an 
evidence of the humanity and liberality of the Seneca Govern- 
ment, and will be duly appreciated by the people of the United 
States. It will attract to you the respect and regard of good 
men ; and the President of the United States and the Indian 
Bureau at Washington, will be duly informed of it through 
your Representative to the Government. 

When we made known to you, that it was our opinion, the 
time had nearly arrived v/hen we might withdraw from the 
connexion that had been so long maintained between us, it was 
under the gratifying belief, that in your present state of moral 
and intellectual improvement, you were, yourselves, capable 
of managing your own concerns, as well as competent, with 
the liberal aid you are now receiving from the State of New 
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York, to provide for the education of your children. We dee m 
it proper to repeat, that our closing the School at this time^ has 
not been occasioned by any abatement of our friendship, bat 
that we still feel solicitude for your welfare, and should circum- 
stances hereafter take place, to render our assistance necessa- 
ry, and you should desire it, we are disposed to afford you er* 
ery proper aid in our power* We have so oHen and so fully 
expressed to you our views in relation to matters that concern 
your welfare, that we do not now deem it necessary to add 
more, than to refer you to those advices. In the dissensions 
which have unhappily existed among you, we have not taken 
any part. Our desire has been — that you all might be pros- 
perous and happy ; and you will bear us witness, that on all 
proper occasions, we have advised you to live in peace and 
harmony together, and at the same time, have warned you of 
the consequences that might follow discord and contention. 
We have lamented the continuation of these party divisions 
the more, because we are fully aware, they have been prompt- 
ed by your enemies, and are one of the means they are em- 
ploying to drive you from your present comfortable homes, 
which, if successful, must soon be followed by the dispersion 
and ruin of your Nation. 

With the renewed assurance of our deep solicitude for your 
prosperity and happiness, we remain your sincere friends. 

*i 

Maria Farrington, Wm. S. Burling, 

Rachel Hicks, Amos Willets, 

Mart Cromwell, Richard Cromwell, 

Caroline Willets, Wm. C. White, 

Mart B. White, Josiah Mact, 

Ann Dudlet, Samuel Smith, 

Mart C. Barer, Abraham Bell, 

Elizabeth Atterburt, Dobel Baker, 

Eliza Marsh, Silas Carle, 

Lydia Jefferis, Samuel J. LFnderhill, 

Samuel M. Jannet, Geo. T. Trimble, 

Benjamin Ferris, Samuel Townsend, 

Isaac Tyson, Edwarp H. Stabler. 

New York, Uth Month 15th, 1849. 
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In a review of our labours in behalf of the Senecas, we have 
abundant cause to believe that the circumstances of this suf- 
fering race» have been made the special regard of Him, with-* 
out whose notice not a sparrow falleth to the ground. The 
Cooimittees were appointed under a solemn conviction, that 
Friends were religiously bound to appear as the helpers uf this 
tbaa helpless people. This belief has been a source of strength 
in many a dark and trying hour, and the results of their labour, 
hare furnished satisfactory evidence, that a Divine Providence 
has mercifully favoured their undertaking. — When, in the fall 
of 1839, a delegation from the Joint Committees, firit visited 
the Indians, the Treaty by which they lost all their lands in 
Che four Reservations had been executed, — fraudulently it is 
Ime, but nevertheless executed, so, that it was approved by a 
majority of the Senate, and the President of the United States 
afterwards proclaimed it as the law of the land. Out of this 
difficulty, so fatal in its character, che Indians were extricated 
by n>eans wholly unforeseen and unexpected. From a state 
of despair they were restored to confidence, and from listless 
inactivity to renewed exertions for the improvement of their 
lands. The concentration of the three bands in the restored \ 
Beservations was every way favourable to their advancement y 
in science and morals. The Buffalo Indians were removed 
from the contamination of a great city, in their immediate 
vicinity. The greater density of the population increased tha 
facilities for the education of the children. The moneys re* 
ceived for the improvements they had abandoned, enabled them, 
to make new settlements, build comfortable houses and good! 
barns, to plant orchards, put up new fences, and otherwise/ 
improve their newly acquired territory. By these means an(^ 
others, the direct consequences of this change, a spirit of im- 
provement was infused into the masses, and, in a very short 
time, the general aspect of the tribe was greatly altered for 
the better. Thus, that which had been a calamity, was con* 
verted into a blessing, and the destructive designs of their 
£nerai£S4 were overruled for their more rapid advancement 
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toward civilization. — From the period when the Buffido Indi- 
GLns were settled in their new homes, the evidences of that 
advancement were muliiplied beyond our most sanguine ex- 
pectation-. In the year 1843, within twelve months after the 
restoration of the two Reservations, we find a General 
Council convened, to devise means to protect them from the 
fraudulent transfer of their Lands. This was attained by a 
law of the New York Legislature, preventing alienations with- 
out the consent of two-third parts of all the male adults in the 
nation. By that law the Chiefs were deprived of all official 
power over their lands, but in other respects their prerogatives 
were not affected^ It was not long, however, before the 
watchful eye of the people perceived that the dangers of thetf 
position were but partially averted.— -Their Chiefs could no 
longer sell their Lands, but they could defraud them out of 
their money. This conviction excited uneasiness, and again 
the people were roused to action. Happily the law of the 
iTnited States passed in I84t came to their relief, by providing, 
that their Jinnuiiiee should be paid lo the heads of families btf 
the Jlgents of the Government, Had the Chiefs quietly sub-* 
mitted to this arrangement, the fears of the nation might have 
subsided. But unhappily they cherished a spirit of resistance* 
To be deprived of the power to handle the people's money, 
w^s more than they could bear, and in an evil hour they de-* 
termioed by violence to oppose the law. That determination 
was practically carried out, and the objects of their opposition 
were so plainly seen by the untitled part of the community, 
that th ) great majority of the Nation, became convinced, that 
neither peace nor securiiy could be eqjoyed by the people, 
until the Chiefs should be shorn of every vesMx^ of their offi- 
f cial power. This produced the Revolution of 1848, which 
I resulted in the institution of a well organized elective 
\ representative Republic. 
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[Doc. A.] 

OPINION OP THE HON. JOHN C. SPfiNCEIi 

upon the provisions of a Bill then pending before the Legislti- 
ture of Jfew York^ for the protection of the Seneca iribe of 
Indians. 

, •* It is understood that objectidns are made by Joseph Fel- 
loi^^s, Esq., and others, belonging to what is called ihc * Ogdeii 
Company/ to the third and eighth sections of tlie bill, Entitled 
* An act for the protecticm and improvement of the Seneca In- 
dians, residing on the CattaraugUs and Allegany reservations, 
in this State.' 

** The objection to the third section is, that it interferes with 
the tested rights of the Ogden Company, who had the pre- 
emptive right to purchase from the Senecas their reservation. 
By the convention between the State of New York and the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts, made at Hartford on the six- 
teenth day of December, 17S8, the State of New York ceded to 
the commonwealth of Maissachusetts, 'to the use of the said 
common Weahh, their grantees, and the heirs and assigns of 
such grantees forever; the right of pre-emption of the soil from 
the native Indians, and all other the estate, right, title and pro- 
perty which the State of New York had in, and to the lands 
l^ing west of the Seneca Lake. By the ninth clause of the 
Convention, the commonwealth of Massachusetts was author- 
ised to hold treaties and conferences with the native Indians 
telative to the property or right of soil of the land ceded. The 
tenth clause is as follows ; * The commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts may grant the right of pre-emption of the whole or 
any part of the said lands and territories, to any person or per* 

10 
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sons, who by virtue of such grant shall have good right to ex- 
tinguish by purchase the claims of the native Indians ; pro- 
vided, however, that no purchase from the native Indians, by 
any such grantee, or grantees, shall be valid, unless the same 
shall be made in the presence of, and approved by, a superin- 
tendent to be appointed for such purpose by the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, and having no interest in such pur- 
chase, and unless such purchase be confirmed by the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts.' 

''This Stale always asserted the right, and acknowledged 
the duty of protecting the Indians within its limits, from frauds 
and imposition ,- and in the thirty-seventh article of the Con- 
stitution of 1777, it was provided that no purchase or contracts 
for the sale of lands made with or of Indians within the limits 
of this State, should be binding on the said Indians, or deemed 
valid unless made under the authority and with the consent of 
the Legislature of this State. 

'^ The cession of the commonwealth of Massachiisetts, and 
the stipulation authorising the commonwealth to grant to any 
person the right of pre-emption — that is, as expressed in the 
cession, the right to extinguish by purchase the claims of the 
native Indians, are to be regarded as conferring the authority 
and giving the consent of the Legislature, that the grantees of 
Massachusetts might by purchase extinguish the Indian title. 

" This consent did not, and could not, from its nature, trans- 
fer to, or vest in the grantees from Massachusetts, any right or 
interest in the Indian claims; it was an inchoate executory 
authority to purchase. It merely confined and restricted to 
particular individuals a privilege, which might have been given 
to all the citizens of the State. The nature of this privilege 
must be the same, whether confined to a few or extended to 
all. And it is conceived that those who possess it, have pre- 
cisely the same right to purchase of Indians, which any citizen 
has to purchase of another citizen, and neither more nor less. 
With respect to them, a disability imposed by the Constitu- 
tion, is removed, and they stand exactly as if no such prohibi- 
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tion had beea imposed. They have acquired nothing but that 
which every citizen would have possessed in the absence of 
any constitutional or legal prohibition. 

**If this view be correct, and no reason is furnished to doubt 
it, the Legislature of the State must necessarily possess the 
same authority, to prescribe the manner of purchase, and the 
form of conveyance, in relation to the sale by Indians of their 
interest in lands, as it would possess in relation to sales of real 
estate, by other inhabitants of the States — the same authority 
as if no prohibition had ever existed. It could require the bar- 
gain to be reduced to writing, to be executed in the presence 
of witnesses, and to be sealed by the parties. And if any pe- 
culiar reasons existed for extraordinary precaution, arising 
from the supposed incapacity of any parties, the Legislature 
might require an acknowledgment before a competent officer, 
made apart from persons who might be supposed to exercise 
an undue influence. And upon the same principle, other 
guards and restrictions to secure fair dealing must not only be 
within the competency of the Legislature, but must often be 
among its highest and most imperative duties. 

** With what propriety could any citizen having the un- 
doubted right to purchase lands, object to such or similar re- 
strictions and guards upon the power to sell by any other citi- 
izen ? The right of purchase must, like all other social and 
political rights, be subject to the general and supreme authori- 
ty of the State, to prevent frauds and secure justice. And it 
is not perceived how any law passed in good faith for such a 
purpose, can be said to impair the right of purchase, which cit- 
izens at large or any select few possess. It will not be claim- 
ed that either a general or special right to purchase, is a right 
to circumvent, — to obtain property for trifling or inadequate 
considerations ; and if it be not, it cannot be impaired by legis- 
lative provisions, intended and calculated to prevent imposi- 
tion, and secure the full value of what may be purchased. 

'* Such is the character of the provision in the third section 
of the bill under consideration. The property, interest or 
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daims to which it relates ;«re national, — they belong to the 
Seneca nation of Indians collectively. While they are of 
, ffreat value to the whole nation, the inieiest of an individual 
chief is comparatively small, and may be easily over-balanced 
by a direct pecuniary consideration to himself. His personal 
; and private interest may thus be brought into dangerous con- 
• flict with his public trust and duty, as a chief, — as a father of 
his nation. Surely an exigency is thus presented, requiring 
an extraordinary guard, and what check or restriction upon 
improvidence, not to say venaljty of Indian chiefs, can be more 
just, reasonable and effectual than that which our own Consti- 
tution h^ adopted to prevent the improper disposition of the 
public property for local or private purposes, by those holding 
legislative trusts in our State ? This remark is made for the 
purpose of showing by the example, that such a provision is in 
itself reasonable, and a fair and legitimate exercise of the pow^ 
er to prevent frauds. 

*'The third section adopts and sanctions the arrangement 
made by the Seneca nation, among themselves, requiring the 
assent of two-thirds of their chiefs in council assembled to the 
transfer of their national property, of the small remnant lefl of 
their once mighty pessessions. Without a legislative sanction, 
it is liable to be repealed by the same majority which may ex- 
ist at any time in favor of a sale of their reservations. Hence 
the Seneca Indians, being now united on this question, ask of 
the Legislature to give force and effect to what they wish to 
make a fundamental constitutional provision, but which cannot 
otherwise be made such. Regarded as the pupils and wards of 
the State, which has always exercised a paternal care over 
them, which has constantly shielded them by special legisla- 
tion from the consequences of their own imperfections, and the 
insidious desigas of white men, and which looks upon them as 
incapable of competing with the arts of civilized men, they ask 
that this guard may be thrown around them to insure delibera- 
tion and unanimity. They complain that recently the assent 
of some chiefs to a disposition of the national property has been 
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procured of them individually in private, and not in council, 
and they are anxious to put an end to a practice that exposes 
them to such situations and such hazards, and endangers their 
domestic peace. Can any thing be more reasonable and more 
just? Ought it to be objected to by any one wishing to deal 
fairly and honestly with them ? Would a syllable be heard 
against it if the right to purchase of them was open to every 
citizen of the State ? 

*• If then the provisions of this third section are in them- 
selves just, if they are a fair exercise of the Legislative power 
to prevent frauds and secure justice in bargains between inhab- 
itants of this State, and if they are peculiarly appropriate and 
adapted to the condition of an unfortunate race, whom we are 
bound by the most imperative considerations to protect, how 
can they impair any right of fair and honest purchase ? 

** It is intimated, in the memorial of Mr. Fellows, that the 
usual mode of purchasing or extinguishing the Indian title, has 
been by treaty at a council, at which a majority of those pre- 
sent controlled. This is doubted as a hist<mcal fact. On the 
face of the contracts made with the Indians under treaties, it 
-would appear that they expressed the united sentiment ot the 
nation. Hence many of the treaties and contracts are signed 
by a few chiefs, and not one-fourth of the whole number. 
They signed as representatives — delegates, expressing the sense 
of their whole nation — and not individually. It is doubted 
"whether the Indians have known or been governed by the ma- 
jority rule, and it is believed that in their deliberations they 
have endeavored to ascertain the general sense of their coun- 
cils, and when asceitained it became the unanimous and united 
sense. And it is believed that this idea of a mere majority is 
of very recent date, not earlier than the year 1838, and that it 
is in itself an innovation. As it conforms to the customs and 
habits of the whites on ordinary occasions, it has been received 
among them, as a rule for the Indians. The Senecas say that 
it is not a safe rule for them, that it does not afford them suffi- 
cient security against improvidence or venality. And they 
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impose upon themselves a rule requiring the assent of two- 
thirds of their chiefs in council. It is not understood that any 
objection is made on the part of the Ogden Company to the 
Senecas furnishing to themselves the conditions, manner and 
form in which they will sell their own property. It would 
scarcely be urged by intelligent men, that the right of purchase 
is so comprehensive as to destroy all discretion and option in 
the sellers. The objection then is not, for it could not be, to 
the Seneca Indians making a law for themselves in respect to 
the subject in which they are a sovereign nation, — ^but it is to 
that law being made effectual — being made something more 
th^ waste paper, by the legislative authority of the State. 
But surely the confirmation of a law in itself right and just, 
cannot be otherwise than right and just ; it can have no other 
character than its original. 

'* With respect to the eighth section, it is impossible to per- 
ceive what objection of a legal character can be made to it. 
Chiefs are nominated by families to the tribe or other families, 
and if approved by them and by the council of chiefs, they are 
admiiled. This is the usual course. But among people not 
very strict in the observance of forms, irregularities will occur, 
and innovation causes other and greater irregularities. In the 
system of self-government proposed by the bill, it will be im- 
possible to advance a single step without the means of deter- 
mining who constitute the great council of the nation — its 
chiefs ; and unless means are provided for a probable deter* 
mination, it will be made by force and violence, or the whole 
system will be broken up. Mr. Fellows' memorial admits that 
purchases are to be made of the Indians through their chiefs. 
How can the right to purchase be impaired by a legal mode of 
determining who are such chiefs? And what better mode 
can be devised than the one proposed ? So far from obstruct- 
ing or impairing a fair and honest purchase, it would be facili- 
tated by ascertaining with certainty the agents authorised to 
make the sale. The very first preliminary in all treaties is an 
exchange of powers, that each party may know they are treat- 
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ing with those competent to act. To leave the official charac- 
ter of those claiming to be chiefsi in doubt, —to open the door 
to all sorts of claimants, might promote purposes of fraud, but 
would perplex and defeat honest negotiation." 



[Doc. B.] 

TO -THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The Committees of the four Yearly Meetings of Friends of 
Genessee, New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, who, by 
their delegales, waited on the President on the Ist of Elev- 
enth month last, in behalf of the New York Indians, 

Rbspectftjllt represent : 

That in pursuance of their object, as expressed in their let- 
ter to the President, dated Eleventh month 4, 1839, they have 
taken such measures to ascertain faclSt in relation to the exe- 
cution of the amended treaty with the Seneca naiion, as may 
assist the President to form a just conclusion on the subject. 
In our interview with the President, we understood him dis- 
tinctly to say, that if he should be fully assured that a majori- 
ty of their chiefs had not fairly signed that treaty, or author- 
ised others to sign it on their behalf, he should not think him- 
self at liberty to ratify it. The committees of those Yearly 
Meetings were already convinced, from a great mass of testi- 
mony of unquestionable character, that such majority had 
never so signed that instrument; but in order more fully to 
substantiate that opinion, they resolved, by a special mission, 
to investigate the subject in a more formal manner. To be 
prepared for such an investigation, they addressed a letter to 
the Secretary of War, requesting him to furnish them with the 
names of all the chiefs attached to the treaty as amended. 
With this request he kindly complied, and by letter dated '*0f- 
fice of Indian Affairs, Washington, November 2*2, 1839,'' a 
list of those names was furnished the committees. Thus pre- 
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pared, our friend Griffith M. Cooper, on our behalf, proceeded 
to I he city of Buffalo, and opened to a few of the chiefs the 
nature of his errand. Wishing to forward the object of hi8 
mission, thoy called a council, and invited him to be present. 
A full examination of all matters connected with that object 
was then made ; and afler a laborious investia;ation, the follow- 
ing results were obtained, which we ncv lay before the Pre- 
sident. 

It appears, by reference to the amended treaty, that forty- 
one names are attached to it, as chiefs of the Seneca nation. 
Of these, there are six who were not then, nor are they now 
chiefs. Their names are as follows, to wit : Reuben Pierce, 
Jim Jonas, John Gordon, Charles Graybeard, John Hutchin- 
son, and Charles F. Pierce. 

The first two of these have never held any higher station 
than ''runners.*' For evidence of this fact, we refer the Pre- 
sident to the affidavit of Seneca White, dated December 11, 
1839. Document No. 4. 

That the aforesaid six Indians never were considered chiefs 
of the Seneca nation, and therefore had no authority or fight, 
according to the. laws or customs of the confederation, to sign 
any treaty whatever, is shown by the affidavit of sixty-seven 
chiefs, sworn before H. A. Salisbury, commissioner of deeds 
for Erie county, dated December 11, 1839. See document 
No. 2. 

John Gordon, one of the said six Indians, swears that he 
never was a chief. See affidavit dated December 11, 1839. 
See document No. 3. 

There are six other names of chiefs attached to the treaty, 5 
who solemnly swear that they never signed it, nor in any way 
authorised others to sign it on their behalf, to wit : John Tall- 
chief, John General, Major Jack Berry, Samuel Wilson, John 
Bark, and Sky Carrier. See document No. 10, and other doc- 
uments now in the Office of Indian Affairs at Washington ; al- 
so Griffith M. Cooper's letter. 

From the forty-one names attached to the amended treaty, 
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deduct the aforesaid twdve, and tfrert remain but twenty-nine 

naroes. 

The emigration party say, there are in the Seneca nation 
— ^lawful chiefs - - ^ - - Si 

Of these, sixj who have si^e'd the amended treaty, are de- 
nied to be such by the non-emigtation piarty, upon 
grounds before stated - - - * © 

Leaving undisplited chiefs - - - - 7ff 
The non-emigration party say, there are in the nation — 

lawful chiefs - - - - - 91 

Of these, sixteen are denied to be such by their opponents Id 

Leaving, as before, undisputed chiefs - - - TO 

Of these undisputed chiefs, only twenty-nine have signed 
the amended treaty ; leaving of undisputed chiefs a- 
gsfinst if * - - - - - 46 

Showing a majority fligainst the treaty of - • llf 

If all are admitted to be chiefs who are claimed by both 

partii^s, they amount to - • * - 9t 

Of these, forty-one appear as sanctioning the tresfty - 41 
Lealving a majority against the treaty of - - 16 

But of the forty-one whose idames appear upon th^ treaty^ ^ 
there are six who swear they never, in any #ay, sanc^ 

tioned the treaty deducting these, the majority 

would be - - - - ^ - 81 

If all are admitted to be chiefs who are claimed by both par- 
ties, die whole number, as above shown, is nineiy'Seven ; and 
a majority of this number is forty-nine. As only forty-one 
chiefs signed the treaty, it is clear that a majority did not 
sign it. 

If, On the other hand, ^e reject the disputed chiefs, we find 
the ntimber remaining to be seventy-five. In the 41, who are 
alleged to have sighed the treaty, arie the names of 12 disputed 
chiefs ; leaving 20 who are not disputed^ and who, of course,, 
are not a majority of 7ff. 
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From this statement, it appears that, whether we try the is- 
sue upon the admission of all the chiefs claimed by both par- 
ties — and if they be admitted in one case, they must, in equi- 
ty, be so in both — or whether we try it by admitting those on- 
ly who are acknowledged by each party ; in neither case will 
it be found that a majority of the chiefs have signed the 
treaty. 

In pur former communication we stated to the President 
that, out of a population of 2,505 Indians, men, women, and 
children, belonging to the Seneca nation, only 146 were pro- 
fessedly willing to remove. This fact shows that some pow- 
erful motive has been in operation upon many of the chiefs, 
inducing them to violate the will of the people, which, in duty, 
they were bound to consult. To that motive we distinctly 
pointed in our former memorial. 

That the emigration party do not wish to remove, appears 
firom the fact, that they have, in many cases, (probably in all) 
by contracts with the pre-emption claimants, secured a home 
for life on the lands they now occupy. 

In the council held by Commissioned R. H. Gillet, ijl the 
year 1838, although it was protracted fot about four weeks, 
only fourteen acknowledged chiefs openly signed the amended 
treaty. All the other signatures were either obtained private- 
ly, or attached to it without the consent of the chiets, whose 
signatures they purport to be, or they werie the signatures of 
persons who wete not chiefs. 

We hope and trust that when the President shall have con- 
sidered these facts, and others exhibited in the various docu- 
ments presented on this subject, he will see sufficient caase to 
withhold his assent to a treaty, which, if carried into effect un- 
der present circumstances, can hardly fail to exasperate a great 
majority of the nation, and may finally lead them to war od^ 
bloodshed among themselves. 

Signed on behalf of said committees. 

GRIFFITH M, COOPER, Genesite. 
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P. E. THOMAS, ^ 

WM. E. BARTLETT, 4 d i*; 
JACOB LAFETRA, >S^itp^re. 

PHINEAS JANNEY, j 
Washington, First month 29, 1840. 



N. B. President Van Burenj in his message to the Senate, 
Jan. 13, 1840, referring to these frauds, frankly declares, "The 
provision of the resolution of the Senate of the 11th of June, 
1838, requiring the assent of eaqh of the said tribes of Indians, 
to the amended treaty <, to be given in counoil, and which was 
also made a condition, precedent to the recommendation to roe^ 
of the 3d of March, 1839, to carry the same into effect ; has 
not therefore been complied withy as it respects the Seneca 
tribe:' 

And, with reference to the transactions in council at Cattar- 
augus, in the Eighth month, 1839, he also declares, that ''JVb 
advance towards obtaining the assent of the Seneca tribe to the 
amended treaty, in council, was made : nor can the assent of a 
majority of them in council, be now obtained?^ 

In allusion to the charge of bribery, the evidences of which 
are overwhelming, the President says, ^* That improper means 
have been employed to obtain the assent of the Seneca chiefs, 
there is every reason to believe; and I have not been able to sat' 
irfy myself, that I can consistently with the resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d of March, 1839. cause the treaty to be carried 
into effect, fr^ respect to the Seneca tribe,** 
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[ Doc. C. ] 

BRIBERY CONTRACTS, 

[ No. 15 ] 

firiicles of ixgreemeni made ancf concluded this lih day of ^Ut 
gust, 1837, between Heman B. Potter; of the city of Buffalo, 
of the first part, and Sqmunl Gordon, a Seneca Indian^ of the 
Cattaraugus resentqiion, in the county of Erie, of the second 
part. 

Whereas, in comformity with the declared policy of the 
Government of the United States, the proprietors of the pre* 
emptive title of and in the fpur several tracts of land reserved 
by the Seneca tribe of Indians, within the said State of New 
York, are desirous to induce the abQvementioned tribe of In-r 
dians to acecept for their future ^nd permanent residence, a 
^ract of country in the territory west of the river Mississippi 
appropriated for Indians inhabiting the Atlantic and other 
neighboring States, and are also desirioi^s by fair purchase, to 
extinguish the right of the said Indians in and tq the lands in 
this State, so rejsietved by them : 

And whereas, in furtherance of these qbjects, ai^d ^n order 
jlo a future treaty by which to effisct the same, the proprietors 
have authorized negociatipns to be opened w^th the chiefs and 
pther leading men of the said tribe of Indians, and certain of? 
fers to be made to them in money, as a permanent fund for 
the nation and ^> compensation for ther improvements, an4 
have also deemed it advisable, and necessary to employ the 
aid, co-operation and services of certain individuals who are 
able to influence the said In4ians to accept of the ofiers so to 
be made to them: 

And whereas, the said Heman B. Potter, the party of the 
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first part, ii empowered to act on behalf of the said proprietor! 
and to contract with any individuals whose cooperation and 
agency may be necessary and efficient in accomplishing the 
abovementioned object, and the raid Samuel Gordon, the par^ 
ty of the second part, has agreed to eonfribute his influence 
and services in the premises : 

Now, therefore, it is mutally agreed by and between the 
parties hereto, as fc^ows : 

First, The party of the second part undertakes and agrees 
to use his best exertions and endeavors, to dispose and induco 
Uie said Indians to adopt and pursue the advice and recom- 
mendation of the Government of the United States in respect 
to their removal and future location; and on such fair terms as 
Ihe party of the first part and his associates, in the name of the 
said proprietors, shall propose, to sell and release by treaty, 
Ibeir said resenred lands, and on all occasions to co operate 
with and sdd the said party of the first part and his associates, 
as he may be from time to time advised, in talks and negotia- 
tioDS with the chiefs and other influential men of the Faid tribe; 
and in the aetive application of his whole influence at councils 
and confidential interviews, for the purposs of eflecting a trea- 
ty between the said tribe and the said proprietors, for the ex- 
tiognishment of the Indian title to the said reserved lands. 

Second. In consideration of such efforts, co-operations, and 
services, on the part of the said Samuel Gordon, faithfully be- 
amed in the premises, the said Heman B. Potter, on his part 
lad that of his associates, agrees to pay or cause to be paid to 
the said Samuel Gordon, the sum of five thousand dollars, 
wtttun three months after notice of the ratification by the Sen* 
tie (rf'the United States, of a valid treaty between the said tribe 
tad the owners of the said pre-emptive title or their trusted, 
bjr which the right and title of the said Indians shall be effec- 
insHy released and extinguished in and to the said reserved 
lands. 

This agreement on the part of said party of the first part, 
Mof expressly dependant upon the treaty to be made and rati- 
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fied upon terms, conditions, and stipulations, to be proposed 
and offered by the said party of the first part and his associates. 

H. B. POTTER, [L. s.] 

SAMUEL GORDON, (l. s.] 
Witness — 0. Allen. 

It is understood and agreed that the sum of one thousand 
ddlars is to be added to the >vithin contract. 

O. ALLEN. 
H. P. WIHiCOX. 
Se<>tember ^9, 1838. 



[ Doc. D. ] 

BRIBERY CONTRACTS, 

[No. 16.] 

Articles of agreement made and concluded this 1th day of Au* 

gusty 1837, between Heman B. Potter^ of the city of Buffalo, 

of the first part, and George Bennett, a Seneca Indian of the 

Cattaraugus reservation, in the county of Erie, of the second 

part. 

Whereas, in conformity with the declared policy of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, the proprietors of the pre-emptive 
title of and in the four sev^ral tracts of land reserved by the 
Seneca tribe of Indians ivithin the said State of New York, 
are desirous to induce the above mentioned tribe of Indians 
to accept, for their future and permanent residence, a tract of 
country in the territory west of the river Mississippi, appropria- 
ted for ^Indians inhabiting the Atlantic and other neighboring 
States, and are also desirous, by fair purchase, to extinguish 
the right of the said Indians iu and to the lands in this state so 
reserved by them: 

And whereas, in furtherance of these objects, and in order 
to a future treaty by which to effect the same, the said proprie- 
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tors have authorized negotiations to be opened with the chiefs 
and other leading men of the said tribe of Indians, and certain 
offers to be made to them, in money, as a permanent fund fof 
the nation, and a compensation for their improvements; and 
have alsor deemed it advisable and necessary to employ the aid, 
co-operation^ and services of certain individuals, who are able 
to influence the said Indians to accept of the offers to be made 
to them^ 

And "whereas, the said Heman B. Potter, the party of thei 
first part, is empowered to act on behalf of the said proprietors}^ 
and to contract with any individuals whose co-opet*ati6n and 
agency may be necessary and efficient in accomplishing the 
above mentioned object ; and the said George Bennett, the par-' 
ty of thef second part, has agreed to contribute his influence' 
and services in the premises. 

Now, therefore, it is mutually agreed by and heiif^en the 
parties hereto as follows : 

First. The party of the second part undertakes and agrees* 
to use his best exertions and endeavors, to dispose and induce 
the said Indiabs to adopt and pursue the advice and recommen- 
dations of the Government of the United States, in respect to 
their removal and future location, and on such fair terms as 
the party of the first part and his associates, in the name of the 
said proprietors, shall propoite to sell and release, by treaty, 
their said reserved lands, and on all occasions to co-operate 
with and aid the said party of the first part and his associates, 
as he may be from time to time advised in talks and negotia- 
tions with (he chiefs and other influential men of the said tribe, 
and in the acttver application of his whole influence at councils 
and confidential interviews, for the purpose of effecting a trea- 
ty between the said tribe and the said proprietors, for the ex- 
tinguishment of the Indian title to the said reserved lands. 

Second. In consideration of such efforts, co-operation^, and 
services on the part of the said George Bennett, faithtiilly be- 
stowed in the premises, the said Heman B. Potter, on his part 
aad that of his associates^ agpees to pay, oi cause to be paidf^ i» 
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the said George Bennett, or to his heirs, the sum of fire thoo- 
tond dollars within thre emonths after notice of the ratificatian, 
by the Senate of the United States, of a valid treaty betwees 
the said tribe and the owners of the said pre emptive title, or 
their trustees, by which the right and title of the said lodiani 
«hall be effectually released and extinguished in and to the said 
reserved lands. 

This, agreement, on the part of said party of the first part, 
being expressly dependant upon a treaty to be made and rati* 
fied upon terms, conditions, and stipulations to be proposed and 
offered by the isii party of the first part and his associates. 

H. B. POTTER, [l. 8.] 

his 
GEORGE X BENNETT, [ l. s. ] 

mark. 

Witness — Samuel Gordon. 

It is understood and agreed thut the sum of one &0U8and 

dollars is to be added to the witlkin contract. 

&. ALLEN, 

ft. P. WIIiLCOX. 



[ Doc. E. ] 
BRIBERY CONTRACTS. 

[No'. 17.] 

August 31, 1^837. 

It is agreed between Etemah fi. Potter, of the city of Biifialcv 
of the first part, and John Gordon, a Sebeca chief of the Alle*' 
gany reservation, of the second part, as foUbWs : 

That in case the Seneca tribe of Indians shall accept the of- 
fers of the Government of the United States for their removal 
to the west of the lifississippi river, and shall sell their laodt 
in this Stale to the pre-emptive owners upon negotiationi now 
t>ending, and in case fhe sadd John Gordon shall faithfully co- 
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Operate with sCnd aid the said Hemah B. Potter, and his asso- 
ciates, as he may be advised from time to time, by his services 
and influence at coimcils and cnnfidential intei views, Ft the 
purpose of efFixtinaj a trdaty with theGovernmerit and belwern 
the said tribe and the said propri.ttors, for tho release and ex- 
tinguishment of the Indian title of, and ta tlie said reserved 
lands, which the said John Oordorf hereby agrees to do, and tp 
sign said treaty and release; and if such treaty shall be made, 
shall be thereupon ratified by the Senate of the United Slates, 
ihfin Ih'i said Heman B. Potter, who is authorised to act in the 
premises fbr said proprietors, hereby stipiilates and agrees, for 
himself and his associates, io pay, or cause to be paid, to the 
said John Gordon, the sum of eleven hundred dollars, in three 
months after notice of such ratification ; and, also, that the said 
John Gordon shall be entitled to a lease from the said pre-emp- 
tive owners, or their trustees, of the lot or piece of land now 
actually improved and occupied by him on the said Alleghany 
resfei'vation, being about sixty acres, for the term of ten year?, 
determinabre whenever he shall cease to live on and occupy 
the same: to be executed as soon after said treaty, as said lands 
may or shall be surveyed into lots, so that said piece of land 
can be descrided. 

H. B. POTTER, [t. s.] 

his 
JOHN X GORDON, [l. s] 
mark. 
' Witness — Samuel Gordon 

Jx-NUAnr 15. 1838. 
It is agreed thattwe hundred dollars of the wiUiin sum of 
eleven hundred d dlars,- shall be paid to the said John Gordon 
after the treaty and release shall have been executed by a >uf. 
ficient number of chiefs to make them valid and effectual, as 
follows: Fifty dollars thereof in goods, and fifty dollars in cash. 

H B. POTTER, 
(i(gi»The foregoing are selected from a large number of 
bribed cases: as far as they have, been ascertained, the eotiie 
amount of them e»:eeds $32,000. i.. 
12 
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[ Doc. F. ] 

Ji$lract Jram '^Further Illustration of the case of the Senecas^'* 

page 34. 

Oa inijuiry respecting the numbers of the two parties, we 
were astonished to find that, according to the Indian account, 
jpot one-fifieentk part of the nation were in favor of removal! 
Their report on this subject was founded upon a census, which 
Jiad been taken one year previously, by very respectable 
riigents, and duly certified, with legal solemnities. According 
to this census, the whole number of Senecas, exclusive of the 
Tuscaroras and others, was 2505. Of this number, there were 
jCLgainsi emigration, 2359; for emigration, 146. Although 
this census bore an official character, yet, fearing there might 
be some mistake, and wishing that no uncertainly might rest 
QfX the subject, we advised that another should be taken, by 
pneQ of undoubted voracity, and duly certified according to 
law. This was done, and the numbers returned were, 2449 
Senecas, of whom there were against emigration, S3 11, /or it, 
13^. The difference in the two censuses being accounted for 
by'death, removal, and absence on hunting expeditions. 

The persons employed to take this census were Ariel Wel- 
man, commissioner of deeds for Cattaraugus county; Lewis P. 
Thorp, justice of the peace; Joseph N. Hillman, superintendent 
of Indian concerns on Friends' settlement at Cattaraugus; E. 
M< Pettit, justice of the peace; John Kenedy and John Hud- 
son) Indian chiefs at Bufialo reservation; Peter Wilson, Cayuaga 
chief and educated interpreter, and others. They were all se* 
verally sworn or affirmed to the truth of their statements, and, 
from the well known characters of these agents, we have full 
confidence, that the trust was faithfully executed. By a com- 
pMfivpn of the two censuses, it was evident that the numbers 
of the two parties bad been aonwctiy veported, tad the n* 
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turns in both cases were a'close approximation to the truth; 
and we felt ourselves justified in stating to the officers of gov* 
erument at Washington, that not one^fifteenth part of the nation 
were in favor of removal. This statement was considerabljr 
within the bounds of truth, for, in fact, the emigration partp did 
not amount to one-seventeenth party of the whale! 



[ Doc. G. ] 

MEMORIAL OF THE SENECA WOMEN TO P. E. 

THOMAS- 

(" Copy, original sent to the Indian Bureau.") 

Cattaraugus Resjervatioit, Oct. 18, 1848. 
To our respected friend, Philip U. Thomas : 

The womea of the Cattaraugus Reservation wish to achlress, 
to you, a few words, in this time of our trouble, and we do so the 
more cheerfully, because we know the Friends are alwaym fah 
boring to promote the welfare of the females among the ttt* 
dians, and to improve their condition. We would also requesi 
you to secure in our behalf all the influence of the Society ef 
Friends, so that our words may be strengthened and become^^ 
sufficiently powerful to be heard and regarded by the Secretary^ 
of War, and obtain from him the help which we desire. W« 
wish you to inform the Secretary of War, that we women 
have an eqtml right to our Annuities with the men, and with 
the chiefs. We are all on the same footing ae to the amount 
WB arc entitled to receive-<-chiefs and warriors, men, women^ 
and children. We were glad when we heard that the Secre- 
taiy had instructed our new Agent to pay the Annuities for 
this year to the heads of families. We see no other way by^ 
wMch our rights can be secured to us,and justice done alike to 
all. We hope you will urge the Swretuy to confirm bis jbp^ 
mer instructions ; for we were greatly perplexed and troubled 
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when the Agent was induced to delay the payment, on the 
ground that the chiefs insisted on the observance of the old 
custom in regard to it. We ask for our just rights and nothing 
XQore; but we repeat it, that we do not feel that our rights will 
be safe ijf these instructions to the Agent shall be reversed. 
We regret that the Agent should have thought it necessary to 
delay a strict compliance with his instructions, but we do not 
yet feel disheartened, for we iiave confidence that the Secre- 
tary will manifest a due regard to our rights. Only, we b/eg 
leave to repeat our request, thai you will bring all the weight 
of your influence, and that of your Society^ to bear upon tl^is 
question, that he may be willing to confirm his former deci- 
sion, and give every Indian — woman and child no less than 
others — the apportionment which of right belongs to each. 

And we would desire to add, that we have already sufiered 
jgreatly from the proceedings of the chiefs, through whose in- 
strumentality our poverty has been increasing upon us, and 
we wish to entreat that we may never again hereafter be ex- 
posed to be deprived by them of our rights, but that we and 
our children from time to time may be permitted to receive the. 
full and proper share which rightfully belongs to us. (We 
ajre fully sensible that it is a hard case to have a difficulty with 
the chiefs, but we feel that we have been wronged by them, 
and our children have suffered already, and for a long time 
past, through their avarice and pride,) and we believe the 
things which they have said in justification of themselves are 
not. true. (It is by our pain and sorrow that children are 
brought into the world, and we therefore are interested in 
y^hatever concerns the welfare of our children. We have, 
epLamined this subject, and we are satisfied that the party 
who are laboring to bring about an equal division of the 
whole Qf our Annuities, are the party really striving for the 
best interests of our children.) We have taken the same view 
of the matter which was taken by the old men long since 
deadi whp first entered in tttese arrangements. They decided 
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that every individual, man, woman and child, bad an equa/ 
right to our moneys and to our lands, in short, to all our natioq- 
al property ; that it was so from the beginning, aqd that it aU 
wa)S should be so.* We have taken the liberty to express 
our views, because we believe this to be the real trut^, and we 
would earnestly desire the President, and Secretary of War, to 
secure to us now, and to our posterity in all time to come, the 
fulfilment of the origia.)l stipulation, that as i^ong as woop 

SHOULD GROW OR WATER RUN, OR A SeNECA I^IVE fO BEHOLD 
THE LIGHT OF THE SUN, THESE ANNUITIES SHOULD BE TAIJI^' 
FULLY Paid AND RIGHTEOUSLY DISTRIBUTED. 

Witji great respect ypur obliged friencjlSf 



Bone in presence of 
Joseph S. Walton, 
AsHBR Wright. 



their 
BIETSEY X SNOW, 
JULFA ANN X SNOW, 
JANE X SCOT r, 
GAANA-HOH x 
POLLY X JOHNSON, 
I^ARTHA X PHILLIPS, 

marks. 
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* This fact is admitted in Secretary Marcy^s letter to the Chiefs, 14di 
February; 1849, (Doc. M.) in which, referring to the claim of the chiefii 
that the annuities should be paid to them, he says, ** Where is the differ- 
ence, whether they are distnbuted to (Aose to whom they belong througl^ 
t])« chiefs, QTilirectly by the authorised Agents of the government ?" 
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r Doc. H. ] 

MEMORIAL OF THE SENECA WOMEN TO THE 

PRESIDENT. 

To his Excelkncy General Zachary Taylor ^ President of the 
United States of America : 

The undersigned, mothers, heads of families, wives, and 
grown up daughters of the Seneca nation of Indians, residing 
in western New York, respectfully represent to our father the 
President, that we have heard with extreme regret that an ed- 
ucated young man, from among our sons and brothers, is at 
Washington, importuning the President to undo the good 
which had been done for our people by his predecessors, and 
to destroy the effect, so far as the Senecas are concerned, of 
the wise regulation, that a portion of all the Indian annuities 
should be distributed just at seed time, every spring, in order 
to faciUtate and encourage agriculture. We wish our sons to 
be industrious — to be in the field stirring the soil betimes, pro- 
curing a bountiful harvest as the fruits of God's blessing upon 
their own honest exertions : not leaving it for the women to 
raise the corn, as did their hunting, fishing, and fighting fore- 
fathers. 

The days of hunting and fi«hing, and we trust also of Indian 
fighting, are gone by forever, and it pains us exceedingly that 
an educated son of ours, and one, too, who, if he would con- 
sult the well-being of his people, might be so smart a man and 
useful, should now be trying, either of his own will, or under 
the direction of those whom, if they had sought the public 
good, we should still have rejoiced to call our chiefs, to thwart 
the wishes of his people, check the pursuits of agriculture, and 
bring embarrassing and perplexing want upon the destitute, 
who have been relying upon the stability of the counsels of the 
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tf. "S. 'Government, for the relief of their necessities. We 
have many, and to us weighty reasons, why our father the 
President should not heed the petition of our son, whom we 
did not send to speak for us to the President, but lest it should 
be thought that Indian women have tongues that never tire, 
we only add, that it is the earnest prayer of the undersigned, 
in their own behalf, and in behalf of a large majority df the 
mothers, wives, and daughters of the Seneca nation, that the 
recognition of the new government may be permitted to stand; 
and that we may be paid our annuities accordin<gf to the rule 
adopted in 1847, for the payment of all the tribes receiving 
annuities from the government , i. e, during the current month, 
and your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Signed by Gua-na-ea and nineteen other females, and at- 
tested by Jos. S. Walton, in convention, 4 mo. 2d, 1849. 



[ Doc. I. ] 

REPLY OF PHILIP E. THOMAS TO THESE WOMEN. 

Baltimore, 4 mo. 8th, 1819. 
My Respected Sisters : 

Your address to the President of the United States has reach- 
ed me, and has received my careful attention. I am glad to 
inform you that all you ask, in regard to the manner of paying 
your annuities and the acknowledgment of your new govern- 
ment, has been decided as you wish. The annuities hereafter 
will be paid by the United States Agent to the heads of fami- 
lies — ^to the women equally as to the men, and none will 
again be paid to the chiefs, except their own respective per* 
tions. 

By the acknowledgment of your new Constitution, the Got- 
eniment of the United States recognizes that esrcellent article 
in it, wJiich provides, that no sale of land can hereafter be made, 
without the consent of three-fourths of all the mothers in the 
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ftation. This wise proYiston assures to you the security of 
your homes ; for I ha?e too much confidence in my Indian sis- 
ters, to believe ihey will ever be prevtiiled on to take the land 
from their children, and send them away to perish in a d stant 
wilderness. 

It gave me great pleasure to read your address to the Presi- 
dent. It proved to me that you were beginning to understand 
your rights, and were disposed to ext^rcise them. I hope you 
will remember the good advice the Committee gave you in the 
year 1845, and as some of you may not have heard it then, I 
now send you a copy of it under care of my brother Jos. S. 
Walton. 

Bear this advice in your minds; it is good counsel, and en- 
deavor to practice it. 

whenever you may desire to make any commtinication to 
me, you are at liberty to do it. — You will find me your faith- 
ful friend and brother, 

HAI-WA-NOH. 



M f t 

[ Doc. K. ] 

tVAR DEPARTMENT. 

Office op Indian Affairs, 
December 22, 1848. 

Enclosed is a communical'on ffom Philip E. Thomas, of Bal- 
timore, one of the excellent and benevolent Friends of the 
New York Indians, enclosing documents sent to him by these 
Indians, purporting to embody proceedings changing their form 
of government, and appointing Mr. Thomas their special agent 
or representative to superintend and conduct their business and 
relations with the United States. I transmit also a copy of a 
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letter to Mr. Thomas of this date, from which you will per* 
ceive the present views of the Department, in relation to the 
proceedings referred to, and the reason of the transmission of 
the accompanying papers to you. You will please inquire in- 
to the whole subject, and report how far the sentiments and 
feelings of the Indians are represented by and embodied in 
these proceedings — how the convention adopting them wai 
constituted — if by delegates, how they were selected, and whe- 
ther the Indians of the several Reservations were fairly repre- 
sented in the convention. You will also please to ascertain 
and report to what extent there is or probably will be opposi- 
tion to the change in the form of government, by what class or 
claases of the Indians it is or will be made, and the probable 
reasons of such opposition; and any other facts or circumstances 
necessary to put the Department in possession of full informa- 
tion upon the whole subject. 

Respectfully, &c., 

WM. MEDILL. 
R. H. SuANKLAND, £sq., Sub-Agent, 

Ellicottsville, N. Y. 



[ Doc. L. ]. 

NEW YORK SUB-AGENCY, 

Ellicottsville, 24th January, 1849. 

Sir : 

In pursuance of the instructions contained in your commu- 
nication of the 2*2d December ult., I have the honor to report, 
that I have sought information from Various quarters on the 
several Reservations, in relation to the subject of changing the 
form of government of the Seneca nation of Indians, which, in 
addition to a pergonal knowledge of their feelings and wishes, 
obtained during my official intercourse with them, enables me 
to state the following facts, and to arrive at the conclusion that 
a majority of the Indians residing on the Cattaraugus and Alle* 
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gany Reservations, are in favour of a change in their present 
form of Government. 

For two or three years or more past, a contest has been go- 
ing on between the chiefs and warriors on the Allegany Reser- 
vation, in relation to the rents of the saw mills and other na- 
tional property on that Reservation ; the proceeds charged by 
the warriors to have been wrongfully appropriated by the 
chiefs. 

Some time in July or August last, a letter was written by 
one Benjamin Williams, a resident of the Allegany Reserva- 
tion, addressed to the warriors on the Cattaraugus Reservation, 
purporting to have been done at the request of a council of 
trarriors, inciting them to action, and referring the time of 
meeting and preliminaries to the Cattaraugus warriors, and 
agreeing to act in accordance with their decision and at their 
call. 

This letter embraced, as I am credibly informed, many, pei- 
haps most of the points of grievance set forth in the papers 
transmitted to the Department through Mr. Thomas, of Mary- 
land. This was the first formal action by the people to effect 
a change in their form of government. About the time of the 
payment of the annuities last fall at Cattaraugus, which closed 
on the 23d of November, the warriors on that Reservation came 
to the conclusion not to delay any longer the. action contem- 
plated by that letter. Accordingly they sent a messenger to 
the Allegany Reservation, to see and confer with the people. 
This messenger, I am of opinion, did not visit that Reservation, 
(Allegany,) until about the 27th of the same month, (Nov.) 
when he found the people generally assembled to receive their 
annuities. It is said, he then gave them notice of the contem- 
plated meeting at Cattaraugus, but in what way I hav« npt 
been able to ascertain.' 

It appears, however, that the Allegany people had five del- 
egates selected in some way, and who attended said conven* 
tion, which was to have been held on Friday thereafter, but 
which was delayed until Monday or Tuesday following, for 
the accommodation of the delegates from Allegany. These 
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five delegates were vouched for, as I am informed, by seventy - 
five warriors and chiefs of the Allegany Reservation — mostly 
heads of families. 

Timely notice was no doubt given, but whether general it 
is difficult to determine. I am also credibly informed, that the 
chiefs and those that were opposed to the new form of govern- 
ment, had spies in attendance at said convention, who took 
part in its deliberations. The Cattaraugus Senecas were re« 
presented in mass, but the real number present I am unable to 
state, or whether the Allegany delegates were chosen by pri- 
mary meetings of the people or not. I presume, however, 
that the Cattaraugus people held no primary meetings, ^from 
the fact they met in the very way that they did. The Alle- 
gany delegates had power probably vested in them, to repre- 
sent the number of warriors and chiefs as above stated, and 
may have assembled together. It is a difficult matter I find to 
ascertain from them their mode of procedure, as they are in- 
clined to keep their counsels to themselves, much better than 
white people. 

The Tonawanda Senecas came over, but did not attend the 
convention. They do not seem inclined to meddle with any 
of these difficulties, but expressed themselves to me; as being 
opposed to any change in their form of government. As they 
are not recognized by the laws of New York, which makes the 
people on the Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations a body 
corporate, they have no intercourse with the people on the 
last mentioned Reservations in a business capacity, which may 
account for their disinclination to participate in any of their 
proceedings. 

The constitution and code of laws were drawn up by Ches- 
ter Howe, attorney appointed by this State (N. York) for the 
Indians. He has been of opinion for some time, that some 
change was necessary, and he informs me, he so expressed 
himself to the chiefs and people in council, and accordingly 
drafted a constitution and code of laws for the purpose of p»re- 
senting it to them for their inspection, intending to bring about, 
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impossible, a compromise. I do not now recollect whether he 
informed me he ever presented these papers for iheir inspec- 
tion or not. When the " People's Convention*' was about to 
be held, some one interested, and in favour of a new govern- 
ment, procured a copy of these papers, and, I believe, made 
some slight alterations. The document as corrected, was read 
in open council to the people assembled, by Rev. Asher 
VVright, an estimable resident minister of that Reservation, in 
Indian dialect, after which it was adopted, and 1 think the of- 
ficers under it elected. The majority of the people on the 
Cattaraugus and Allegany Reservations expressed their views 
and wishes at this convention, I have no doubt, in adopting a 
new form of government. 

In making the payment last fall on the several Reservations, 
I found almost invariably that those who were in ^Bivour of the 
new form of government received their shares, and those who 
declined, were opposed to the new form of government. The 
number of the heads of families who received, and the number 
who declined, will be found upon reference to my last quar- 
terly report. 

Opposition to the new government comes mostly from the 
chiefs, and their friends and retainers, and they are not en- 
tirely without influence. Many of them are men of education 
and talent, and are indefatigable in their exertions to sustain 
themselves in their places and power. Their reasons for op- 
posing a change in the present form of government of course 
IS not known — conjecture can only assign a motive. They 
are, however, decided and unyielding in their position. Er- 
rors have unquestionably been committed by both parties, and 
as neither seems disposed to meet halfway, in adjustment of 
their difficulties, it seems proper and just that a majority should 
decide the controversy. 

In conclusion, I would remark that some change for the bet- 
ter seems to be necessary for their well being and happiness, 
but of the nature of that change it is not for me to express an 
ppinion, neither do I feel competent to point out the right 
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way. They are capable of deciding for themselves. In my 
official intercourse with them, I have avoided taking any part 
or expressing any decided opinion in regard to their political 
differences. I endeavoured at first to persuade them to meet 
halfway, and by mutual concession to adjust their differences, 
but I found one party or the other felt jealous, and were in- 
clined to attribute what I said to favouritism. 1 have taken 
some pains to ascertain the wishes of the nation generally, and 
I can come to no other conclusion, than that a majority of the 
people desire a change, and are willing to try the experiment 
of living under the constitution and laws, adopted in conven- 
tion at Cattaraugus. 

I am, very respectfully, your obdt. serv't, 

ROBERT H. SHANKLAND. 
How. W. Medill, Com. In. Affairs, 
Washington, D. C . 



[ Doc. M. ] 
War Department, February 14, 1849. 

Sir: The President has referred to this Department the two 
memorials laid before him by you — one purporting to be from 
the ''Chiefs of the Seneca nation," and the other from the 
" Warriors of the Seneca nation,'' protesting against the order 
requiring the annuities due from the United States to the Sen- 
eca Indians, to be divided and paid over to the heads of fami- 
lies, in equal proportions, according to the number of persons 
in each family ; desiring the abrogation of that order, and that 
the annuities be paid, as heretofore, into the hands of the 
Chiefs ; and also alleging and protesting against interference 
jon the part of the United States with their form of Govern- 
ment, and the mode of administering their internal and domes- 
tic affairs. These generally expressed, are the subjects pre- 
sented in the two memorials in question : which, with the 
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itatements and arg^uments in support of them, have been duly 
considered, and I am directed by the President to give the fol* 
lowing answer thereto. 

It is contended that the mode of paying the annuities requir- 
ed by the order above referred to, is contrary to treaty stipula- 
tions, and in violation of agreements subsisting between the 
United States and the Senecas. and of an Act of Cononress 
passed in 1834, which it is alleged required the annuities to be 
paid to ^' the Chiefs, or to such persons as we (they) should 
appoint.'' As no treaty or article of a treaty, nor any particu- 
lar agreement between the general government and the Sene- 
cas, is referred to, it is sufficient to say that the Department is 
not aw^are of any, prescribing and defining any special and 
particular mode of paying the annuities. Until the Act of 
Congress of March dd, 1847, modifying and changing the pro- 
visions of that of June 30th, 1834, the latter regulated the man- 
ner of payment ; and it did not provide that the annuities 
should be paid to the Chiefs, or to such persons as they should 
appoint, as alleged in one of the memorials, but to the Chiefs 
of a tribe, " or to such persons as said tribe shall appoint/' It 
could not of course be expected, that any body of individuals, 
numbering as many as do the Senecas, would be unanimous in 
sentiment in relation to any question calculated, like that of the 
mode of paying their annuities, to excite different views, 
feelings and wishes. In such cases there is but one safe and 
practicable rule — that which lays at the foundation of our institu- 
tions — a clear and fairly ascertained majority must control and 
govern. The Department did not act hastily, but with much 
deliberation, in issuing the order changing the mode of paying 
the Seneca annuities. 

It took some pains both through its own Agent and the 
steadfast and benevolent friends of the Senecas, the Quakers, 
to ascertain the general sentiment of the tribe upon the sub- 
ject, and from the best evidence it could thus procure from 
the most reliable and impartial sources, it was entirely satisfied 
that there was an uiidoubted, and probably a considerable ma* 
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jority in favor of the new mode of payment. The change 
must then be regarded as having been appointed or required 
by the *'lribe," and therefore according to ihe Act of 1834, the 
authority of which is acknowledged in the memorials, the De- 
partment would have been bound to adopt it. It is asked, 
what right had Congress to repeal that Act, by ihe Act of 
March 3d; 1847? I answer, the same right they had to pass 
it : and had the signers of the memorials been opposed to the 
Act of 1834, this question would not probably have been 
asked. The Act of 1847 was based upon high, moral and be- 
nevolent considerations, having reference to the welfare, best 
interests and just rights of the great mass of the Indians. It 
is Ihe law of the land, and the course provided for by it, in re- 
lation to the payment of Indian annuities, is the established 
policy of the government, and cannot be departed from. No 
adequate or satisfactory reason has been presented to the De- 
partment why the Senecas should be exempted from its oper- 
ation. It is admitted that the annuities do not belong to the 
Chiefs, but to the Indians generally — 'to all alike — and thero 
is no authority, paramount to the Act of 1847, requiring them 
to be paid through the Chiefs. Where then the difference, 
whether they are distributed to those to whom they belong, 
through the Chiefs, or directly by the authorized agent of the 
Government for the tribe? The only difference there could 
be, would arise out of the general policy and expediency of 
the one mode over the other, and of the wishes, interests and 
welfare of the great mass or a majority of the Indians: and 
these, the Department is fully satisfiedj are all in favor of the 
latter course 

The most tangible of the more prominent objections urged 
against the new mode of payment, is that the distribution of 
the whole annuity leaves the Senecas without any fund to 
meet liabilities and expenses of a general and national charac- 
ter, to which they are subjected, or to make provision for the 
indigent and destitute of the tribe, as has been their custom. 
As stated id the instructions from the afice of Indian Affairs of 
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the %th October last, to the sub-agent, which met the full and 
entire approval of the Department; this objection is not in re- 
ality well founded, for the more recent history of the Senecas 
shows that they have so far advanced in civilization, as to be 
fully aware of the necessity and propriety of funds being pro- 
Yided for general purposes, that per capita taxes have been 
laid for this object, and that these have been submitted to and 
acquiesced in by the Indians generally. The general instruc- 
tions from the office of Indian's Affairs of August 30th, 1847, 
on the subject of paying annuities in conformity witb the Act 
of the 3d of March preceding, amply provide however for the 
reservation of such a fund when necessary and proper. (See 
page 28 of the annual report of the Commissioner of Indian 
dian Affairs for 1S47, a copy of which is herewith handed to 
you.) Every disposition is felt to conform to the tenor of 
those instructions on the point under consideration, in the case 
of the Senecas, and prior to the transmission of the next annu- 
ities the attention of the sub-agent will be called to the subject, 
and he will be required to ascertain what amount it will be 
necessary and proper, and the Senecas desire, to be retained 
for the purposes mentioned. 

The allegations in the memorials, respecting the authorities 
of the United States having interfered with the form of Gov- 
ernment and in the administration of the domestic affairs of 
the Senecas, are wholly erroneous. They have carefully ab. 
stained from any such interference, leaving the Senecas to 
settle such matters among themselves. In conducting and 
managing our relations with them, it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to endeavor to do so in such manner as will best sub- 
serve and promote the interests and welfare of the whole, or, 
if this be not possible, at lenst of the majority ; and in doinor 
80 it is no less a duty to recognize and deal with those who 
fairly represent a fair majority, whether they be Chiefs, or 
persons acting in some other proper official capacity. It was 
made known to the Department that a majority of the Sene^ 
eas, animated by the spirit of the age, as they are well capable 
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of being from their great advancement in xrivilization, anc( de-' 
sirous of a more popular and representative form of govern- 
ment, like that enjoyed by their while brethren around them, 
had deliberately determined upori a change with the view of 
effecting that object. A formal written constitation and or- 
ganic laws, providing for a new form of Goverriment, was ac- 
cordingly sent to the Department for approval, and for a re» 
cognition of the persons elected and appointed under it as tlie 
proper representatives and authorities of the tribes. The De- 
partment deferred any definitive action upon the matter, until 
it could ascertain, in the best manner in its power, how far 
the proposed change was in conformity with the views of the 
Senecas generally, or a fair majority of them. The papers 
were accordingly sent to the sub-agent, who must be deemed 
to be entirely impartial with reference to any divisions or dif- 
ficulties among the Senecas, with specified instructions to 
make careful inquiries on the above point, and to report the 
result. This duty he seems to have performed with a sincere 
desire to arrive at the truth, and from his report and the infor- 
mation derived from those representing the Society of Friends, 
there seemed to be no doubt that there was clearly a majority 
in favor of the change. This being the case, and, as promised) 
a reasonable time being given for (he opposing parties to be 
heard from, considering the imporatnce to the peace and tran- 
quility of the Indians, of some early definitive action upon the 
subject, there seemed to be no reasonable or fair alternative to 
deciding to recognize those elected and appointed under the 
new form of government, as the authorized representatives and 
authorities of those living on the Cattaraugus and Allegany 
Reservation?, so far as the management of our relations with 
them were concerned. Further than this the Department did 
not go ; it exercised no infiuence to bring about the change, 
and neither expressed or intimated any opinion aa to its expe- 
diency or propriety. Respectfully, Your Obd*t. Serv't, 

W. L. MARCY, 
Maris B. Pierce, 

Of the Seneca Nation of Indians, Washbgipn City/ 
14 
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[ Doc. N. ] 

Cattaraugus Eeservation, Nov. 7, 1349. 
To the Ho7i. Thomas Emng, Secretary of the Interior. 

Brother ; 

Our Great Father, the President of the United States, has 
seen fit to place his Red Children, under your care. 

When the treaty of peace and alliance was first established 
between us, and the people of the United States, it was stipu- 
lated and agreed, that in order to preserve more effectually 
bright, the chain of friendship that bound our people and yours, 
an agent appointed by our Great Father, should always stand 
between us, through whom, our communications should mutu- 
ally be made. This agent was also to be guardian of our 
people, — the protector of our rights, and the staff" and adviser 
6^ our hation. 

Brother: 

Since that compact was made, many winters have passed 
atid gone forever : and with them our fathers and your fathers 
(who made these agreements) have gone before us to the land 
of spirits, but they have mutually left to us their children, the 
lEJame good understanding, established by them. The chain of 
fHendship is still untarnished — the tree of peace continues to 
shelter us, and its green foliage shades us from all harm. As 
lime rolled on, the relations of Indian affairs annually increased 
tintil it required great importance, so that it became necessary 
to establish a Bureau of Indian affairs which was placed in the 
bosom of the Secretary of War, where we nestled for many 
winters, and till the year 1849 when the domestic relations of 
this Great Kepublic assumed so great magnitude that it became 
necesHiy to establish the Home Department, of which you 
Kiave the honor of being the head. To this new &bric our 
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Great Father has transferred his Red Childrea and we are 
happy of our good fortune, that our Great Father has found in 
you a wi-e, discreet, judicious and a faithful guardian to pro- 
tect and enhance the best interests and promote the welfare of 
his Red Children. 
Broiher : 

You well know the history of our people, that we bav^ en- 
emies who are continually hovering around us and endeavour- 
ing to get possession of the Inheritance left us hy our Fatl^^r.f, 
the gift of the Great Spirit; we regret to say that there ^^e 
persons among us, who are willing and ready to assist them in 
their nefarious proceedings. The ancient form of Govern- 
ment by Chiefs under which we lived, gave our people no ^e- 
curiy to their property and their homes. 

Our women and children were liable at any time to be 
stiipped of their Lands and their firesides and rendered .desti- 
tute, and the children of poverty. By education and civ^izatip^ 
diffused among our people, by Philanthropists, we became in- 
telligent, so that we can clearly understand our rights, and 
know how to protect them. However wise our antient fcurm 
of government by chiefs may have been, we found that it was 
only well adapted for a people in a barbarous state, and that it 
gave no security to a nation advanced in the arts of civUi^sed 
life. We believe it is right and proper for any people, wbi^e- 
ever they shall find a system of government existing am^ug 
them, not calculated to protect and give equal security to all, 
to abolish and rescind tha( government, and adopt lueh form 
of government, as will equally protect the poor» as well as the 
rich — give security to the weak, as well as the strong, and tp 
advance the progic^ss and improvement of the masses. 
Brother : 

Our nation being convinced that our antienl form of gov- 
ernment by Chiefs, was not well adapted to their present ad- 
vanced state of civilization, met in December 1848 in a gener- 
al convention and discussed the merits of the antient form of 
government, and after due deliberation, solemnly cencluded 
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und determined to adopt a new form of government, better 
calcalated for their present condition. We have adopted a 
Representative Republic, founded upon free and democratic 
principles, and which is now in successful operation, and an- 
swers all the purposes we expected, and is daily gaining upon 
the favour and confidence of our people: with the history of the 
great and important change in our political offiiirs, you have 
been made acquainted, it is therefore unnecessary for us at this 
time to rehearse them. 
Brother : 

As in all political Revolutions, men in power always oppose 
political reformations : many of the Ex Chiefs who were de- 
prived of their power by this change in our Government, are 
consequently still in favour of the o!d, and are opposing and 
endeavoring to resist the execution of the wise and salutary 
regulations of the new. These Ex Chiefs have no just grounds 
for complaint or of hostility towards the new government, ex- 
cept what are selfish and personal. 

They enjoy the same protection and civil rights as all other 
citizens— they have not been molested in their property or 
persons, nor have they been deprived of any power they for- 
merly had, except the power to enrich themselves by venally 
selling the houses and homes of their kindred,without the cpn?- 
sent of the owners, and turning the occupants out to perish. 
Brother : 

It is proper that we speak plainly to you, upon subjects of 
great importance to us and our People,and make known to you 
our fears and our troubles. The prime movers in opposing our 
new form of government, are the same persons who in 1837 
or 1838 corruptly sold all the lands of the Senecas to a compa- 
ny of heartless speculators who, had their purpose not been 
arrested, would have turned the Seneca women and children, 
with their husbands and parents out of their bomiss tp perisb 
in a distant wilderness. 
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Brother : 

The per capita mode of paying our annuities is approved by 
the great body of our people, and secures the honest applica- 
tion of the money to whom it belongs : which never was the 
case under the old system. The Ex Chiefs oppose this mode 
of payment, because it is no more paid into their hands, and 
the way is not left open for them to defraud the masses of 
their money. But while they are thus opposing this mode of 
payment, they nevertheless acknowledge its justice and equity, 
by their acts in receiving their proportions of our annuities 
according to the newly established equitable just mode. 

We are happy to say that we believe the U. S. Sub Agent 
Stephen P. Mead is acting faithfully, both as regards his duty 
to the Government and to the Indians. The disturbances cre- 
ated by the £x Chiefs at the late distribution of our goods 
annuity was not occasioned by any injudicious course of the 
agent, nor on account of any violent means used, but such 
disturbances was we believe, premeditated on the part of the 
Rioters and their abettors and friends, to intimidate and pre- 
vent the agent from carrying out his instructions. Upon that 
occasion the agent used no violent measures, nor said any 
thing offensive to any party or person whatever, but on the 
other hand used kind and persuasive means to prevent and 
quell the disturbance. The Rioters are dissipated men, and 
have no regard for the Laws of the Land and are without res- 
pect for themselves. 

Brother : 

We know that you love the Red man, and will do every 
thing in your power to do him good, and it is for this reason 
that we speak freely to you and make known our wishes. 

We therefore request, that as our brother and the Guardian 
of our women and children,that you may assist us and prevent 
jour enemies, whether the Pale faces or of those of our nation, 
from overthrowing our Repuplican Instistutions, for on this 
alone do we rely for the security of the rights, the prosperity 
^nd improvement of our people. 
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Every other means which the sagacity and the wisdom 
of the Friends of our Nation could invent, have been tried to 
protect more effectually our rights, and prepare us to take a 
prominent position among the civilized nations of (be Earth, 
but all have failed, on account of our peculiar institutions and 
system of Government. We believe we are now upon a profx* 
er basis for improvement, and we would that every lover of 
freedom and free institutions, would heartily respond to our 
wishes, and aid us in our efforts to progress — aye— progress— 
the watchword of the age. 
Brother : 

We hope the Great Spirit will prosper you and your under- 
takings to benefit his Red Children— make your eyes and your 
mind clear so that you can see the wants of his Red Children 
and understand them — give you wisdom and counsel, so that 
you can judge and determine rightly, endow you with kind- 
ness and benevolence, so that you will mete justice and equi- 
ty to your Red Brethre::. 

We are your friends, 

S. W. McLANE, 

President of the Seneca Nation. 

WM. JAMERSON, 

Clerk of the Seneca Nation. 



[ Doc. O. ] 

To his Excellency Gen. Zachary Taylor, President of the U. 
States of America : 

The memorial of the undersigned, the people of the Seneca 
nation of Indians, residing in western New York, respectfully 
represents, that your memorialists have been informed that Ma- 
ris B. Pierce, an Indian of our said Seneca nation, now or very 
recently in the city of Washington, has represented to the Pre* 
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sident, Ihat he was acting in behalf of the Seneca nation, au- 
thoriced to speak in their behalf^ and he has used these follow- 
ing or similar words in his memorial, io ipeit : " Your petition- 
er also prays your excellency, oor gneal father, not to allow a 
distribution of our annuities, due and payable on the first day 
of April proximo, under the Act of 1847 per capdta, by the 
Commissioners of Indian affairs, until *we can in convention ar- 
range the affairs of our nation — fix upon .the proportions to be 
reserved for national purposes, for schools, and other benevo- 
lent objects, and the mode and the manner of the receipt, safe- 
keeping, and disbursements of the moneys, and also, that no 
distribution of any of our annuities may be made at this time, 
under our present deranged state, and this we ask in ^reat con- 
fidence of your excellency, as Congress has given you the 
discretion on this matter, and havingagreat reliance on your 
feelings of kindness and justice to all your red children. Such 
a course, if pursued in this matter towards us, would work no 
injustice to any party or portion of our nation, and materially 
aid us in our affairs." 

The undersigned would beg leave respectfully to request 
the President, not to listen to this petition of our countryman, 
Mr. Pierce. We have had no knowledge of his ever having 
been authorised to use such language in behalf of our peo- 
ple. 

We most earnestly desire the President, if he has any re- 
gard for the welfare of a little remnant of the sons of the forest, 
struggling their way onward into civilization, not to put us 
back by re-considering the recognition of the new government. 
Determined, as we were, to throw off the shackles v;hich 
restrained us, it gave us great joy when we learned that our 
proceedings were sanctioned at Washington. It will doubly 
distress us now, should that sanction be withdrawn, and we 
trust the President will pardon us for saying; that we shall feel 
compelled, if it should now be withdrawn, to persevere not- 
withstanding in all honorable and proper efforts to obtain our 
just rights. We do not think, if the President knew the in- 
justice we have received at the hands of the chiefs, whose rule 
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we have removed, he would desire us ever to submit to that 
rule again. Our minds are settled, therefore, that we never 
will do 80. We do not believe it would be right to do so, and 
we beg the President not to undo, at the request of Mr. Pierce, 
the good which has been done at the office of Indian afilairs, 
in our behalf. 

We beg leave further to request that the annuities due us in 
the month of April, may be punctually paid according to the 
regulations of the Indian Departnfient. Our people need the 
funds, very many families need their share to purchase seed 
for their fields, and these fields must lie uncultivated, through 
the summer, if they are not provided for in due season. We 
hope the President will bear in minH, that the chiefs have a 
powerful motive for stopping our annuities, if possible ; as they 
expect by that course, to compel those in straightened circum- 
stances to submit again to their dictation. We trust, however, 
we do not rely on any uncertain support, when we throw our 
cause upon the justice and wisdom of one, whom for the first 
time, according to the customs of our fathers, we are permitted 
to address as our great father the President. 

We need say no more in a cause like ours. Our father^s 
kindness will be to us instead of Delegates, and his wisdom in- 
stead of eloquent petitions. We only ask, that in respect to 
both the items of our petition, the ends of justice and right- 
eousness may not be thwarted, and your petitioners will ever 
pray. 

Done in open Assembly of the People on the Cattaraugus 
Reservation, this second day of April, 1849. 

WM. JEMERSON, 
Clerk of the Seneca Nation of Indians. 

Also signed by 82 Warriors, and the Signatures attested by 
Jos. S. Walton, Superintendent, &c. of the Friend's Schod 
at Cattaraugus, 4th mo. 2d, 1849. 
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[ Doc. P. ] 

Cattaraugus RbsbrvatioNi March 23, 1848. 
Philip £. Thomas : 
* Friend and Brother-^Yout letter directed to our friend Ash- 
er Wright, bearing date 14th inst., was read to us in council, 
on Tuesday last, (21st inst.) by Maris B. Pierce. This com- 
munication, we understand, is in answer to the ** memorial of 
Israel Jemerson, chairman, and Seneca White, secretary," 
transmitted to you by Mr. Wright, on the 4th ultimo. 

Your letter as read by Pierce was grossly misinterpreted and 
misrepresented, with the intention of deceiving such of us as 
can neither read, write, nor understand the English language. 
He read the letter in the Indian language only. When Pierce 
had finished reading the letter, he told the council that he had 
read it correctly, and referred to Nathaniel T. Strong for proof, 
who assented : hence Strong was an accomplice in the trea- 
chery. But, fortunately for us, Dr. Peter Wilson had acci- 
dentally read the letter before ; and he re-read the letter, and 
exposed the villainy of Pierce : the letter as read by Dr. Wil. 
son presented altogether another form. 

We, the undersigned chiefs, will now make to you a few 
statements of facts, in regard to our present difficulty. The 
chiefs have from time to time, without the knowledge, concur- 
rence, or assent of the people, taken large sums of money from 
the national annuities, and appropriated them to their own use. 
They have also at times, with the people's consent, appropri- 
ated large sums of money for special purposes, and the moneys 
so appropriated, have not been expended for the objects for 
which the appropriations were made ; these were either used 
for other purposes or for the benefit of a few chiefs. Large 
debts have also at times been contracted, for objects of little or 
no benefit to the people. The evils ttre daily increasing i» 

15 
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enormity, and it seems that some of the chiefs are willing that 
such abuse of power should continue. 

The people of this nation, residing upon this Reservation, 
have oftentimes and in divers ways, petitioned the chiefs to 
correct the evil ; but their entreaties have thus far proved un- 
availing, and their request treated with contempt : the people 
are told, that they have no right to interfere with the power 
and control, the chiefs have over the annuities. 

The villainy of some of the chiefs in this matter, was expos- 
ed on Tuesday last, by the treasurer, (Krouse,) who said that 
Fierce and six or eight other chiefs, had drawn certain moneys 
from the treasury by false representations, which fact he (the 
treasurer) had not before discovered. That this transaction 
occurred in the night. A majority of the chiefs of this Reser- 
vation may, we think, be opposed to the proposed change in 
the mode of payment of the annuities of our nation, and the 
argument they relied on in council, was simply, because, if 
the people had the control of the annuities, public debts could 
not be paid. The people told the chiefs in council on Tues- 
day last, that they were willing to compromise the matter, pro- 
vided the chiefs would do justice to the people. 

The council, or a majority of chiefs present, would not con- 
sent to such an arrangement, but decided that representions 
and remonstrances should be made. 

We will not trouble you with any other, of the numerous 
causes of grievances of the people ; but will merely state our 
position in this matter. We do not object to being taxed for 
public purposes, or for the support of our government. It may 
be urged that our public debts cannot be paid, unless the chiefs 
have the control of the annuities of the nation. The wise law 
of 1845, passed by the legislature of the State, through the in- 
fluence of our best and wise friends, the Quakers, expressly 
provides for the collection of taxes, according to the ratio of 
property possessed by each family or individual. 

You are well aware that the people have now unanimously 
consented to adopt and carry out the wise laws; believing that 
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it would protect the rights of individuals, as well as the nation. 
We are sorry that the chiefs should abuse the power entrusted 
to them, and thereby compel the people by their acts to be- 
come dissatisfied, and cause dissensions and turmoils to harrass 
the nation. We believe the law of 1845 is good, and if its 
principles are faithfully and honestly carried out, will produce 
the happiest results upon our people. The majority of our na- 
tion upon this Reservation, as you will in a few days see, are 
in favor of having our annuities hereafter paid to the heads of 
families, or in other words, the annuities to be paid by the 
** U. S. Sub-Jlgent directly to the people individually per cap- 
itaJ'^ It may be represented by the opposing party, that 
the people who are in favor of the proposed change, are ignor- 
ant, and do not understand their true interests. We earnestly 
and firmly repel such a charge, as coming from men who are 
prejudiced against the rights of our nation, and who are in fa- 
vor of continuing the piracies that have been committed upon 
the people ; and to say the least, the argument has neither 
weight nor foundation. We know, and understand our rights, 
and we wish the U. S. government to protect us : all we ask 
for, is our rights, and we hope and earnestly entreat you, as 
our friend, and as a friend to the oppressed, that you faithfully 
represent our case, and state our determination to the Depart- 
ment. We will here insert the language of our agent, Mr. An- 
gel, in his communication to the Department : he has assured 
us, that he would give us the benefit of his influence, and told 
our committee that waited on him, that he had been agent just 
long enough to understand the whole case, and knows that in- 
iquity and frauds have been oftentimes committed upon the 
nation ,by the chiefs. Mr. Angel writes to the Department 
thus : ** r have examined the annexed memorial of the head- 
men and warriors of the Seneca nation of Indians, and fully 
concur in the request contained therein. I am of the opinion 
that the regulation asked for, would secure more equal and 
exact justice, to every member of the nation, than can be at- 
tained in any other manner, and should be adopted, as a per- 
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roanent footing, so far as the game is convenient and practi- 
cable. Dated March 2d, 1S48. 

(Signed) W. P. ANGEL, U. S. Sub- Agent." 

We will not say many more words to you, but will merely 
•ay, that we hope our petition will be heard. 

We are happy to say that our female school, supported by 
Friends' patronage, is in a prosperous condition. 

We are truly your friends and brothers. 

Signed by the following chiefs for their constituents. 

his 
GEORGE X DEER, 
mark, 
his 
JOHN X BENNET. 
mark, 
his 
JOSEPH X HEMLOCK. 
mark, 
his 
JOHN X COOK, 
mark, 
his 
JOHN X BARK, by his agent 
mark. John Cook, 

his 
ABRAM X JOHNNY JOHN. 
mark, 
his 
JOHN X GENEBAL. 
mark, 
his 
JOHN X GREEN BLANKET, 
mark. 

Cattaraugus Reservation, March 23d, 1848. 
I hereby certify that the persons who subscribed to the above 
communication, are known to me, and that they did in person 
subscribe their names, except John Bark, who had empower- 
ed John Cook to do so. The power is also herewith trans- 
mitted. PETER WILSON. 
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[ Doc. Q. ] 

Cattaraugus Reservation, April 9th, 1847. 
Respected friend^ Philip E. Thomas : 

" I now wish to write you a few words in reference to a 
particular matter, in which I shall he thankful for your assist- 
ance. You are probably aware of the fact, that George Ben- 
net, now deceased, during the progress of the treaty negotia- 
tions, in 1837 or '38, made a contract with Potter and Allen, 
or with some other agents of the Ogden Company, for a heavy 
bribe, to be paid him for his signature, &c. When Joel R« 
Poinsett, then Secretary of War, was here at Cattaraugus for 
the purpose-of mvestigating the truth of certain charges, rela- 
tive to that treaty, (I think, in the summer of 1839,) Samuel 
Gordon procured that contract and handed it to me, and I 
handed it to the Secretary, as evidence of the iniquity prac- 
tised in the making of the treaty. I now wish to obtain that 
paper, which I suppose to be on file in the War Office, and it 
will oblige me much, if you will procure it, and forward it un- 
der cover to me, at the P. 0. IrVing, Chatauque county, N. Y. 
Since the death of Bennet, his widow finds herself troubled by 
the debts contracted during his long sickness, and, inasmuch 
€Ls many others have received more or less of the money promised 
by similar contracts^ she thinks it no more than right, that her 
husband's contract should pay his debts as far as practicable, 
and she has called upon me for it, as I was the person who 
handed it to the Secretary of War. And I have no means of 
obtaining it for her, except it can be accomplished through 
your kindness. 

'^ There is also another matter respecting which I will add a 
word or two. I have supposed that 1 had a thorough know- 
ledge of the state of things among the Indians. From the 
earliest times of which I could get any information, I think it 
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has always been the case, that there were diflferences of opin- 
ion and disputes among the Indians, —both the chiefs and the 
multitude of the people. It seems to me that there is a great 
lack of wisdom among: the Indians. It would not be becom- 
ing for one who is himself one of the Indian chiefs, to say, '* I 
am right; I have got the true view of the matter;'* but the 
fact, that now we have but a few acres of land remaining to 
us, is sufficient proof, that we Indians are fools. And the 
same thing is also demonstrated by the smallness of the rem- 
nant of our population. Whereas we were a short time ago a 
great multitude. This shows that the whites are wise and 
cunning, and get the better of us in everything, until we are 
wasted to a little handful, with but a few acres of territory. It 
is a matter of rejoicing to me to find that all do not wish to 

destroy us. 

* * # « • « # 

I am grateful for the efforts put forth for the purpose of ele- 
vating our race. I am also grateful for the efforts made by 
our friends of your Society, to provide a law to regulate our af- 
fairs, and protect our interests;* and I am pleased with the 
Jaw which was made for us by the State. But you know that 
many of our people were unwilling to yield to that law. Sev- 
eral of the chiefs wished to take off their names from the list ; 
some did scratch them off with their own hands. * * 

***** We do not want any 
alterations, until the law is sufficiently tried, and then we will 
ask the advice of the Friends, and take counsel from their 
wisdom, before we move in the matter. We hope you will 
get the business put over until the next session of the Legisla- 
ture, if nothing further can be done, and perhaps by that time 
we may be prepared to make known our wishes, if we see any 
defect in the existing provisions of the law : though we think 
now that it is abundantly sufficient, and every week the peace- 

*The law of New York providing a municipal governmeut for the 
Senecas. 
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makers are crowded with business ; and the anti-law party are 
constantly bringing their causes to them for trial. To-morrow 
will be the third cause in succession, from that party. So you 
see it is working well for them as well as for us, if they would 
only let it alone. In haste, 

Tour sincere and obliged friend, 

his 
ISRAEL X JIMERSON. 

mark. 
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